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Planning Update - Spokane BLM District

This planning update is part of the Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) public
outreach to inform and involve the public in management of public lands in the state
of Washington. The BLM’s Spokane District is comprised of two resource areas
(Border and Wenatchee, see Map 1). Border Resource Area manages land in the
eastern part of the state and is colocated with the Spokane District Office.
Wenatchee Resource Area manages land in the western part of the state and is
located in Wenatchee.

The planning update summarizes recent accomplishments in maor resource
programs. The update also identifies projects proposed for FY 2001 and beyond
where known. The Environmental Assessment Register |ocated near the end of the
update lists those environmental assessments started or projected within the near
future. ThisEA list lets the public know of future projects and provides an
opportunity for public participation in their analysis and implementation process. A
section on the Volunteer program gives BLM a chance to publicly thank and
recognize our volunteers, and to let the public know of upcoming projects that have
volunteer opportunities.

In the past few years, the BLM has been placing many planning and informational
documents on the Internet which provides ready access and up-to-date information
about various activities to the public. The Spokane BLM District’s websiteis:
www.or.blm.gov/Spokane/. This update will aso be available at that website.
Anyone not having access to the Internet should notify our office to let us know of
their specific planning areas of interest.

Please fedl free to submit comments or suggestions for improving this update to
make it more useful to you.

Joseph K. Buesing
District Manager

kkhkkkkkkkk*k

This mailer should bring you up-to-date with activities completed, planned, or in progressin both
resource areas in the Sookane District. For additional information, contact the Bureau of Land
Management, Attention: Kathy Helm, Planning and Environmental Coor dinator,
SookaneDistrict, 1103 N. Fancher, Sookane, WA 99212 (509/536-1200).



Overview of Spokane BLM District

The Bureau of Land Management has management responsibility for amost 400,000 acresin the state
of Washington.

The public lands managed by the BLM are grouped into 10 management areas. (1) Okanogan, (2)
Moses Coulee (3) Northeast, (4) Saddle Mountains, (5) Badger Slope (sometimes referred to as
Horse Heaven Hills), (6) Juniper Forest, (7) Rock Creek, (8) Y akima River Canyon, (9) Upper Crab
Creek, and (10) Scattered Tracts. Map 2 shows the location of these management aress.

Program Summariesand Accomplishments

Soil, Water and Air Management Program

Water Quality: Since 1988, water quality has been monitored and analyzed at over 40 Sites.  Water
quaity andysisis done a both the fidld and |aboratory levels and includes testing for physicd, chemica
and bacteriological water qudity parameters. Twenty study areas are maintained as permanent basdline
gations and monitored on a seasond schedule. All surface water monitoring results are compiled in an
annua water qudity report, which is distributed on request to federd, Sate and loca agencies.

Macroinvertebrate Inventories. To date, the Spokane Didrict has inventoried aquatic
macroinvertebratesin three drainages. Crab Creek, Douglas Creek, and Smilkameen River. Inventory
findings are published and ditributed to various government agencies and interested parties, and are
aso available at the Spokane Didrict and Wenatchee Resource Area offices. Additiona inventories
are proposed for select drainages in eastern Washington.

Air Resources: Four Remote Automatic Weather Stations (RAWS) are online and operationd year-
round on the Spokane Didtrict. The units provide vauable meteorological, hydrologica and
environmenta data for the Didtrict's Fire Management, Hazardous Materid's, and Mining programs.
The Digtrict dso maintains and monitors three radon and air particulate sensors a the Midnite Uranium
Mine Project.

Noxious Weeds and Pest Control

Noxious Weeds: Consarvative estimates place noxious weed infestations on public lands within the
Spokane Didtrict at approximately 5,000 acres. These infestations occupy more than 400 parcels
throughout Washington.. The current Spokane Digtrict Noxious Weed Control Environmental
Assessment proposes trestment on some 3,200 acres of land within 13 counties in eastern Washington
and San Juan County in western Washington. To date, nearly al proposed project sites have been
treated using chemica, biologica, mechanica and cultural noxious weed control methods. Also, more
than 600 acres have received follow-up weed control trestments. The Spokane District coordinates
weed control with severa counties, Washington Department of Agriculture, U.S. Fish and Wildlife




Service, Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, and Washington State University.

Pest Control: In 1993, large outbresks of Mormon crickets occurred within portions of the Juniper
Dunes Management Area. Aninitia trestment was done that year. Annua followup spot trestments of
hatching beds have sgnificantly reduced cricket populations to a manageable level. This pest control is
done on BLM-administered lands to protect crops of economic concern on adjacent private lands.



Recr eation
Recreation Sites

Most recreationd use in the Spokane Didtrict occurs in seven areas, which are identified on Map 3 and
listed below:

« YakimaRiver Canyon (Roza, Lmuma Creek, Umtanum, Ringer Road, Cowiche Canyon)
 Juniper Forest, Juniper Dunes Wilderness

» Douglas and Duffy Creeks

« Saddle Mountains

« Okanogan (Split Rock, Palmer Mountain and Chopaka Lake)

» Upper Crab Creek Area (Lakeview Ranch, Twin Lakes, Coffegpot Lake, and Fishtrap Lake)

» Rock Creek Ranch (Escure property)

The Y akima, Cowiche, Douglas Creek, Wilson, Fishtrap, and Hog Lake stes have wildflower viewing
areas.

Y akima River Canyon

The Y akima River Canyon has three devel oped recregtion sites. Roza, Lmuma Creek, and Umtanum.
These Stes are used each year by thousands of people for camping, picnicking, boating, rafting, fishing,
hunting, bird watching, wildflower viewing, and generd sghtseaing.

Roza recregtion Ste includes four permanent vault toilets, eight beach picnic stes, five campsites, a
concrete boat launch, and arafters take-out beach area. The parking areais paved and signed to
minimize traffic congestion. On weekends during pesk summer use, alaw enforcement ranger ison
duty. Modifications planned for the Roza Ste are a handicap-accessble ramp/wa kway from the
parking lot to the picnic areaand interpretive Signing. In 1997, BLM began charging aste usefee a
Roza and Lmuma Creek from May through September.

Lmuma Creek includes seven campsites, two vaullt toilets, agraded parking area, paved access road
and traffic and parking Sgning. Future plans include a permanent boat launch and awildlife viewing
areawith interpretive sgning at the south edge of the recregtion ste.

Popular uses of the Umtanum Recregtion Site are hiking, hunting and fishing. Site management
includes maintaining a sugpengon footbridge (the only access to public lands across the river), vault
toilets, and Sx camp/picnic areas. Future plans include awildlife viewing area on the knall just north of
the bridge, interpretive Sgns, and implementation of a user fee program to help defray maintenance
costs.

Ringer Road is anature area at the north end of the Y akima Canyon. In 1998, BLM held a Nationd
Public Lands Day event a Ringer Road. A work crew ingtdled two wildlife viewing benches, marked
2 miles of foot trails, and ingtaled a bulletin board/kiosk information tation. A month later, through an



interagency effort, a 100-foot pole fence was built dong one side of the parking area. Future plans
include building a bridge across Spring Creek and extending the trail system to make additiona BLM
aress accessble to the public.

Cowiche Canyon is composed of the uplands and lowlands surrounding Cowiche Creek. The
Cowiche Canyon Conservancy (CCC) manages the lowlands aong the creek where an old railroad
grade has been remade into a non-motorized trail, complete with 10 bridge crossings of the creek.
Trails dso connect this lower trail system with primitive trails on BLM-administered land in the uplands
of Cowiche Canyon. Future plansinclude interpretive Sgning and trail mapping.

Juniper Dunes and Juniper Forest

The Juniper Dunes Wilderness has limited access with few developments. Improvements include
fences to designate wilderness boundaries and control livestock, wildlife watering cisterns, and visitor
regitration boxes.

Juniper Forest isthe multiple use areaimmediately outsde the Wilderness boundary. Facilities are
limited to informationa sgning, avigtor registration box, and an unimproved trail system. Popular uses
of thisareainclude ATV, motorcycle and 4x4 use, aswell as hiking and horseback riding.

There is no public access to elther the Juniper Forest or the Juniper Dunes. Accessis at the discretion
of the adjacent private landowner.

Douglas Creek and Duffy Creek

Douglas Creek isapopular stream for native trout fishing and, like other areas of the Sate, isbeing
discovered by an increasing number of recregtionists. Other vistor activities a the Steinclude
picnicking, camping, hiking, snvimming and hunting. Primitive camping aress are showing sgns of
overuse. 1n 1997, permanent fire rings were ingaled in high use campsites,

In 1993, the BLM acquired from Burlington Northern Railroad an abandoned railroad line extending
from Alstown into the Douglas Creek Canyon. Three separate easements are needed to connect a
scenic trail through the canyon. Thetrail will enhance visitor gpped in this area, which dready dtracts
amog 15,000 vistors annudly for dl activities.

Land a Duffy Creek was donated to BLM in 1996 and lies adjacent to the Douglas Creek block. At
thistime, a“Duffy Creek Allotment Management Plan” and an environmenta assessment have been
completed. Informational signing, pass gates, and road markings have been ingdled.

Saddle Mountains

The Saddle Mountains encompass 23,000 acres in southern Grant County, just east of the town of



Mattawa. Elevations range from about 490 feet a the Columbia River, to gpproximately 2,700 feet at
Wahatis Peak. Sand dunes on the western toe dopes are formed by the consistent strong winds aong
the Columbia River. Dominant vegetation is big sagebrush and bluebunch wheatgrass.

A recreation management plan for the Saddle Mountains areas was completed in April of 1997. The
plan defines areas open for casud use, and identifies petrified rock collecting areas and other
recreationa opportunities.

Okanogan

The Split Rock Recreation Siteislocated in scenic Okanogan County on the southeast shore of
Pamer Lake, which is popular for fishing and swvimming. Fadilitiesindude two vault toilets, agravel
parking lot, three picnic tables, the only sandy beach on the lake, and a concrete boat ramp. Because
of repeated vandalism, BLM hasincreased patrols of this area and solicited community assistance to
protect Ste investment. Future plans include picnic table replacement and interpretive sgning.

The 40-acre Chopaka Lake Recreation Siteis located in a mountainous setting on the shores of
Chopaka Lake, one of Washington's best fly fishing lakes. ThisSteislocated adjacent to BLM’s
5,518-acre Chopaka Mountain Wilderness Study Area. Because of the Sté's primitive nature, its
facilities are limited to primitive camp areas and a vault toilet.

In aland exchange in 1996, BLM acquired 7,600 acres on Palmer Mountain and opened the area
for the public. Vehicle useisalowed over part of the mountain, with the remainder of the roads and
tralls limited to non-motorized traffic. The area contains asmdl lake, Washburn Lake, which was
stocked with trout in 1997. Facilities are limited to informationa bulletin boards and road sgns.
Recreation use has primarily been associated with hunting and fishing.

Upper Crab Creek

Lakeview Ranch islocated 8 miles north of Odessa, Washington. In May 1991, the BLM acquired
approximately 2,600 acresin aland exchange to consolidate public ownership. The character of the
acquired lands is a sagebrush-steppe plant community within the channeled scablands setting. Land
features include scenic canyons, cliffs, and basins. Many draws and coulees have pothole ponds and
Sorings that provide additiond habitat for migrating waterfowl. Higtoricaly, the area provided habitat
for sharptall and sage grouse, a habitat type rapidly dwindling in the Sate.

Since acquigition of this property, a concrete boat launch, camping and picnic areas have been
developed and severd miles of trails Ssgned to accommodate increasing recregtiond demands. The
BLM has held wild horse adoptions at this location in conjunction with speciad community events.
BLM'sissuance of gpecia recreation use permits for organized horse rides to tour the scablands has
enhanced tourist attractionsin the Odessa area.

Twin Lakes and Coffeepot Lake are both recent acquisitions in the Spokane Didtrict’ s land exchange
program. Since BLM’s acquisition of these two areas, camping and picnicking facilities have been
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developed near the lakes a both Stes. Vault toilets and information kiosks have a so been added.

Fishtrap Lake islocated 30 miles southwest of Spokane in Lincoln and Spokane counties.  In years
padt, this area was primarily used for hunting and fishing, but increased public ownership hasled to
heightened interest in other activities, including hiking, horseback riding, camping, picnicking and wildlife
viewing. Mot useis associated with fishing on Fishtrgp Lake in the early spring and Hog Canyon Lake
during winter.

Escure/Rock Creek Ranch

In aland exchange in 1999, BLM acquired the 12,800-acre Escure Ranch property. Located dong
the Adams-Whitman county line, the Escure/Rock Creek Management Areaiis alarge expanse of
annua grasdand, basdlt cliffs and pothole lakesin the heart of the Pdouse. Wildlife and fish (in Rock
Creek) abound. An interim management plan was prepared in 1999, with plansfor afind management
planin acouple of years. Currently, specid use restrictions goply to protect the area until planning is
completed.

Special Use Permits

Specid Recreation Permits are issued for various events. The 15 specid recreation permitsissued by
the Didtrict during 1999 were asfollows.

Wenatchee Field Office

» Two horseback events (endurance ride, poker ride)
» Three commercid river shuttlerafting guide

» Two motorcycle cross-country events

Border Field Office

Two horseback riding events
Two dog trial events

One hang glide training permit
One orienteering event

Two miscellaneous

As of June 2000, Spokane District Specia Recreation Permits had issued 10 permits, as listed below:

Wenatchee Field Office
One horseback poker ride
One commercid river shuttle permit
One motorcycle cross-country event

Border Field Office
One hang-glide training permit

11



Four dog trid events
One horseback poker ride
One orienteering event

Fee Demonstration Program

In 1997, BLM began charging Site use fees at its Roza and Lmuma Creek developed recrestion sitesin
the Yakima River Canyon. In 1998, these two sites were part of the Fee Demonstration Program. From
May 15 through September 15, a $2.00 per day/per vehicle fee is charged for use of these two sites. The
fee, paid at self pay fee Stations onsite, covers all approved activities at each site, including camping,
parking, picnicking and boat launching. Frequent Y akima Canyon visitors can purchase a $15 Seasond
Use Permit sticker. Approximately $10,000 a year has been collected from each of these two sites. This
money funds vandalism repairs, provides additional visitor services on weekends, maintains picnic and
campsites, and helps cover administrative costs. Future plans are to add Umtanum to the Fee
Demonstration Program as well.

For additional information about recreation in the Spokane BLM District, contact Diane Priebe,
District Outdoor Recreation Specialist, at 509/665-2100.

Wilder ness

The Juniper Dunes Wilderness, located in Franklin County 15 miles northeast of Pasco, Washington,
encompasses about 7,140 acres. Designated in July 1984, this wilderness contains some of the largest
sand dunes in Washington, ranging from 200 to 1,200 feet wide and up to 130 feet high. The sandy, warm
dunes environment (as high as 100 degrees in the summer) supports various grasses, shrubs, and western
juniper groves. This unique habitat is home to a variety of mammals, reptiles and birds and is especidly
valuable habitat for birds-of-prey. The mgority of the actionsin the Juniper Dunes Wilderness
Management Plan have been completed.

The Chopaka Mountain Wilderness Study Areais located in far northern Okanogan County on the east
dopes of Chopaka Mountain and Hurley Peak and includes 5,518 acres of public land. Because this
WSA islocated next to the Chopaka Lake Recreation Site, much of its use is associated with fishing,
hunting, and camping.

The BLM will soon begin awilderness study of Patos Idands, located in the San Juan 15lands of
northwest Washington. BLM's wilderness study process will be used to evaluate suitability of the idands
for wilderness. When completed, the determination of suitability will become BLM's recommendation to
Congress.

For additional information about Wilderness values in the Spokane BLM District, contact Diane
Priebe at 509/665-2100.
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San Juan Idands

The Spokane District manages several propertiesin San Juan County to protect their
fragile ecological values. Management emphasisis on protection of their natural values
and, in the case of Turn Point, unique historic buildings.

Turn Point Light Station, constructed on Stuart Island in 1893 to provide service to
maritime traffic, isnow a popular visitor destination in the San Juan Ilands. Annual
visitation exceeds 11,000 people and is steadily increasing even though Stuart Island
lacks commercial ferry service and must be accessed by either private boat or aircraft.
To accommodate high use levels, BLM installed a composting toilet at the Turn Point
Light Station and contracts with alocal individua for site maintenance. Future plans
include developing interpretive signs and materials.

Patos | slands are located in the most northern portion of the San Juan Islands. The
largest of the two islands totals 240 acres. Thisisland was reserved by the U.S. Coast
Guard until 1993, at which time most of the island was returned to BLM jurisdiction.
The Coast Guard still manages the light station at the western end of the island. Pursuant
to the Federal Land Policy and Management Act, BLM isrequired to evauate islands
under BLM jurisdiction for suitability for wilderness designation. Although BLM’s
statewide wilderness inventory was completed during the 1980s, Patos | slands were not
studied as they were still under Coast Guard jurisdiction.

The four areas BLM manages on the south end of Lopez | sland are designated as Areas
of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) dueto plant and wildlife habitat. Specia
management restrictions apply. The Lopez Island sites are monitored frequently by
volunteers from the San Juan Preservation Trust and BLM staff.

Hazardous M aterials

The former Oroville Landfill recelved pesticide-contaminated debris after an agricultural warehouse fire
in 1969. In 1996, after severd studies to determine the extent of contamination and a preferred
remedid dternative, BLM capped the disposal trench with alayer of highly impervious clay, followed
by topsoil, and then successfully seeded the Site to grasses. Monitoring of ground water and sediment,
aswdl as ste maintenance, will continue for at least 25 years.

Periodicaly, containers of hazardous materids are spilled or illegaly dumped on public lands requiring
response by BLM. These Sites are cleaned up under a statewide Oregon and Washington
environmenta contract and the responsible party, where known, is billed for the costs.

For additional information about hazardous materials management in the Spokane BLM

District, contact Jake Jakabosky, District Environmental Protection Specialist, at 509/536-1200.
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L aw Enforcement

The Spokane Didtrict responded to the following incidentsin 1999. (Note: The number in parenthesis
is the number of incidents of that type.)

lllegd dumping/littering (15)

Off-road vehicle violations/damage (7)
Illegal substances (7)

Fishing vidlations (7)
Vandaism/destruction of government property (4)
Dumped/abandoned vehicles (4)
Park/driving violations (4)

Assaults (3)

Wild horse violations (3)

Security details (3)

Grazing violations (3)

Reslty trespass (3)

Violaior/lack of commercid permits (2)
Camping violations (2)

Grave theft (2)

Ass& other law enforcement agencies (2)
Theft of government property (2)
Hunting/target shooting violations (1)
Fail-to-pay user fee (1)

Driving under the influence (1)

Arson (1)

Firewood theft (1)

Assistance to Other Agencies or the Public
Public assstance/locked out of vehicles (4)
Asss on disabled vehicles (3)

Search and rescue, two involving fatdities (3)
Assgt on vehicle accidents (2)

Assg with fdony van stop (1)

Drowning (river) (1)

Energy and Minerals

Fluid Minerals (Oil and Gas, and Geother mal Resour ces)

Oil and gas leasing interest in eastern Washington has increased in recent years. Currently, about
78,321 acres of BLM-administered land are under 66 oil and gas leases, and one lease on 400 acresis

pending issuance. Two potentia areas for underground natura gas storage are currently being
evauated on intermixed public and private lands a two locations in southern Washington (Canoe Ridge
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and Paterson Ridge in Benton County) using different permitting and technical gpproaches. At
Paterson Ridge, Columbia Gas Storage LL C firgt obtained an underground gas storage agreement with
the BLM and is now conducting investigations on private land to evauate the suitability of the areafor
dorage use. At Canoe Ridge, Pacific Gas Transmisson Company (PGT) is evauating the suitability of
the area before determining the need for a storage agreement. In 1999, PGT drilled one of two water
test wells that were authorized by the BLM on federd minera estate. In 2000, the second well will be
drilled and additiond studieswill likely be conducted. Historica geotherma leasing interest has mainly
been confined to the Cascade Mountains vicinity. Geothermal lease applications have been pending for
the past 10 to 20+ years, awaiting response from the Forest Service, but there has been no recent
activity on the ground.

Mineral Materials

This program mainly involves production of congtruction-type materids (sand, gravel, and stone) from
public fee land and/or minerd estate. After initia production early in the year, an exiding quarry Site
operated by Benton County started reclamation in 1999. Expangion of an existing quarry operated by
Douglas County was reviewed and authorized in 1999. Two requests from the public for materids
were evauated but were not authorized due to ownership issues. During 1999, cases involving
unauthorized remova of minerd materids were investigated and additiona work will continue in 2000.
During 2000, initid ste work began on preparation of the Goose Butte Community Fit in Lincoln
County, off Tokio Road.

Mining Law Adminigtration

This program involves uses authorized by the mining laws (including 1872 Mining Law, as amended),
with mogt activity confined to northeastern Washington. During fisca year 1999, BLM conducted 42
inspections, reviewed 12 notices (less than 5 acres disturbance), completed review of two plans of
operation (Crown Jewe Mine and Lamefoot Mine), and continued evauation on other plans of
operation (Empire Creek gold exploration project, and expansions of two existing open pit sllicamines
a Lane Mountain).

The BLM has identified about 262 project areas since 1981, where operations have been conducted
on public lands in Washington under the mining laws. In 1999, BLM darted ingpecting inactive project
areas where the operators/claimants have alowed their mining clamsto lgpse in recent years without
reporting reclamation as being completed. The BLM is evaluating the adequacy of reclamation of those
stes and will continue with that work and appropriate compliance and enforcement actions in 2000.
The BLM isds0 investigating Stuations involving unauthorized occupancy of the public lands.

Abandoned Mined Lands

During 1999, BLM was involved in reclamation of two abandoned mine sites on public and private
lands under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA).
Completion of reclamation work at these former |ead/zinc/silver/copper operationsis expected in 2000.
Both stes were consdered hazardous and involved thrests to public hedth and safety. The Kaaba
Texas mine and mill facility is predominantly on private lands. A joint venture with EPA, BLM and
others involves excavation of tailings from afloodplain, movement of the tallings into arepostory,
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gabilization, and revegetation of the disturbed areas and closure of mine openings. The Cleveland
talings are predominantly on public lands and involve a stream running through the old mill tailings. A
voluntary clean-up by the BLM involves re-routing and armoring the stream around the tailings, and
consolidating and cgpping the tailingsin place. Initid Ste investigations were Sarted on severd other
mines in 1999 to identify environmenta and physica hazards and an ongoing inventory will be
conducted to identify hazards related to abandoned sites on public lands.

Geologic Heritage I nitiative

The BLM continues to participate in aregiona interagency evauation of 1ce Age Flood features
throughout the Northwest, with afocus on those features in Washington on public lands that may be of
interest to the public.

For additional information about the above energy and mineral activities, contact the District
Geologist, George Brown, at 509/536-1200.

Solid Mineral Leasing

Solid minerd leasing activity in the Spokane BLM Didtrict involves cod mining, uranium mine
reclamation, and sand and gravel operations on BLM-administered lands and Indian lands throughout
the state. During 1999, the Didtrict conducted 62 inspections at al solid minerd lease locations.

At the Midnite Uranium Mine, located approximately 45 miles northwest of Spokane on the Spokane
Indian Reservation in Stevens County, BLM continued to have oversght and lead respongbilities for an
Interim Agreement and Work Plan between the U.S. Department of Justice, Newmont Gold, and
BLM. Through this project, data was collected for remediation/reclamation design at this Site, which
was formdly listed on the Nationa Priorities List by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).
During 1999, the BLM prepared an environmenta analysis for dewatering the backfilled pits (EA#130-
00-03, dated December 1999) and conducted 27 inspections related to work plan activities.

The Centrdia Cod Mine, located about 7 miles east of Centrdia, Washington, involves private surface
and public subsurface. The BLM is respongble for maximizing economic recovery of federd cod and
verifying production. During the past year, the Spokane Didtrict conducted four ingpections and
approved continuance of aroydty rate reduction. The mine and two federa cod leases a thisSte are
in the process of being sold and transferred from PecifiCorp to TransAlta, aU.S. subsidiary of a
Canadian corporation.

Two exploration plans were reviewed and approved for Pacific Northwest Aggregate and Whedler
Logging Company. These operating and proposed sand and gravel operations are located on three
Y akama Indian Allotments adjacent to the Columbia River near The Dales, Oregon.

For additional information about solid mineral leasing, contact the District Mining Engineer,
Kelly Courtright, at 509/536-1200.
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Rangeland
Grazing Allotments

The Rangeland Management Program administers livestock grazing activities on approximately 102,000
acresin the Border Resource Area and approximately 171,000 acres in the Wenatchee Resource
Area. Grazing leases are normally issued for 10 year terms and are reviewed prior to renewal. In
Fisca Year 2000, 57 leases were scheduled for renewal, and 41 are scheduled for renewal in Fiscal
Year 2001. Grazing bills are issued yearly, authorizing up to gpproximately 32,200 Anima Unit
Months (AUMSs) on 348 grazing dlotmentsin the didrict. These grazing dlotmentsrange in Sze from 7
acresto 12,800 acres.

Half of the grazing fees collected are returned to the county from which they were collected, and half
are returned to the BLM digtrict for rangeland improvement projects to benefit wildlife and watershed
resources while enhancing livestock grazing syssems.  Such projectsinclude fencing, seeding, noxious
weed control, and water devel opments.

Exigting projects such as waterholes, spring developments, and fences are monitored and maintained,
as necessary, either by range staff personnd or by the grazing lessees. Grazing use is supervised during
the grazing season to ensure compliance with approved grazing authorizations. The range program aso
inventories vegetation; collects information about rangeland condition and trend, as well as actua
livestock use; and monitors vegetation utilization levels on high-priority dlotments. Thisinformation is
evauated to determine whether alotment goas and objectives are being met. Monitoring datais also
used in assessing Standards for Rangeland Hedlth.

The Spokane Didtrict has developed a schedule of reviewing adl grazing alotments for assessing
Rangeland Hedlth Standards.

For additional information about rangeland management in the Spokane BLM District, contact
Rich Hubbard, District Rangeland Specialist, at 509/536-1200.

Wild Horse and Burro Program

The Wild Horse and Burro Program is administered on the Spokane Didtrict by usualy holding three
satdllite adoption in various locations in Washington each year. Approximatdy 100 animas are
adopted each year by Washington resdents. Compliance checks are done by visting many of these
animas every year. About 110 people each year receive title to the animas they have adopted. To
date, over 3,500 wild horses and burros have been adopted in Washington.

The Washington Chapter of the American Mustang and Burro Association has assisted with al aspects
of the Adoption Program for about 13 years and has aso been of great help by asssting adoptersin dl
aspects of anima husbandry and answering questions for potential adopters.

A wild horse and burro adoption was held in April 2000 in Spokane, in which 36 of the 45 animas
available for adoption were adopted.
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Wild Horse Adoption in Pasco, Washington - Sept. 22 & 23

A wild horse and burro adoption is scheduled for September 22-23, 2000
in Pasco, Washington. The adoption will be held at the Franklin County
Trade, Recreation, and Agriculture Center (TRAC), on Burden
Boulevard, near Interstate Highway 182 and the general area of Posse
Stadium. About 35 wild horses and a few burroswill be available for
adoption. For recorded information about the adoption, call toll freeat 1-
800-997-2022. Internet userscan check the Spokane District website at
www.or .blm.gov/Spokane/. Photos of some animalsto be at the Pasco
adoption event are posted at thissite.

For moreinformation, including a map and directionsto the adoption ste
in Pasco, please call the Spokane District Office at 509/536-1200.

For additional information about the wild horse and burro program, contact the District Wild
Horse and Burro Natural Resource Specialist, Rick McComas, at 509/536-1200.

Wildlife Projects

The Spokane BLM Didrict coordinated with the Inland Northwest Wildlife Council to ingal awildlife
viewing blind a Smick meadows in July 2000. This viewing blind will assigt in researching wildlife use
of thisarea.

Other wildlife viewing Stes are proposed at other locations in the didtrict.
Fisheries

In October of 2000, the BLM will place logs and large bouldersin the bank of Y akima River, just
south of Ellensburg, as part of amulti-year project caled Ringer Road Fish Habitat Improvement
Project.

Botany

During 1999, the ditrict inventoried and assessed approximately 13,000 acres districtwide for specia
dtatus species plants and plant community values. These botanical surveys were done in areas where
the didtrict has, or is planning, range, wildlife, lands, recrestion and timber activities. Most of the
inventories (10,000 acres) were related to the range program. Specid emphasis was given to inventory
Soiranthes diluvialis and Howellia aquatilis, two Federaly threstened species found in Okanogan
and Spokane counties, respectively.

In addition, the digtrict reviewed 60 project Stes that have specid Status species plants to ensure

conservation and ecosystem hedlth objectives were met. Specid emphasiswas placed on Slene
gpaldingii, aplant proposed for Federad threatened status.
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Populations of Washington state specid status plants were maintained and stimulated within 500 acres
in Lincoln County and 160 acresin Y akima County through integrated noxious weed control and
protection techniques.

Monitoring plans were implemented for 1,000 acres of specid Status species plants and plant
communities. To asss with these monitoring efforts, nine exclosures were indaled in the Horse
Heaven Hills and gpproximatey 1/4 mile fence was rebuilt in the Cowiche Area of Critica
Environmenta Concern area.

The digtrict cooperated with the Biologica Resources Divison of U.S. Geologica Service in the Horse
Heaven Hills to develop and implement studies eva uating ecosystem hedth, particularly the microbictic
crust. Two lichen surveys were conducted through a contract, both in the Horse Heaven Hills.

Cooperative projects were developed to promote understanding and maintenance of plant community
vauesin the San Juan Idands, Douglas and Y akima counties. Cooperators include the Washington
Department of Wildlife, Native Plant Society, San Juan Preservation Trugt, Cowiche Conservancy and
Washington Natural Heritage program. A cooperative monitoring project has been developed with the
Cowiche Conservancy.

Severd public outreach projects were coordinated: an environmental education workshop on
wildflower identification in conjunction with the Wenatchee Native Plant Society; three presentations on
ethnobotany resources in Washington in conjunction with the Department of Natura Resources cultura
resources training program; Washington State Native Plant Society annud mesting; and the annua
mesting of the Environmenta Educators.

The digtrict has agreements with the Washington Natural Heritage Program to coordinate and
implement the plant inventory and information exchange on pecid datus species plants. The didtrict
has been cooperating for the last three yearsin developing a Specid Status Plant Photo Guide for the
date to serve astraining materia for digtrict staff and as an outreach tool for the genera public.

Watchable Wil dflowers, a Columbia Basin Guide, is available in more than 50 |ocations throughout the
Northwest.

For additional information about botany in the Spokane BLM District, contact Pam Camp,
District Botanist, at 509/665-2100.

Cultural Resources

During 1999, the Cultural Resources Program conducted inventories and reviews for more than 36
projects resulting in Class 111 inventory of about 3,000 acres and recording of 40 previoudy
undocumented archaeological and historical Stes. In consultation with the Office of Archaeology and
Higtoric Preservation (OAHP), two of the eight cultural Stesformaly evauated were digible for the
Nationa Regider of Historic Places. Eligibility of nearly 50 Stes has been initiated in consultation with
Native American Tribes and OAHP.
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In addition, the Cultural Resource Program has primary responsibility for cooperating and interacting
with other land management agencies, Native American triba governments, universities and public
groups. Consultations and discussion of proposed undertakings and tribal concerns have been
conducted with 11 tribesin the region. Consultations have included meetings with members of the triba
councils, staff, and members to discuss federd trust and cultural resource concerns. Fidd visits with
tribal representatives and state agencies (including Washington Department of Natural Resources,

OAHP and the public) have helped to identify resource and management concerns on public lands. In
addition, Annua Root day celebrations were held with members of the Spokane Tribe, Eastern
Washington University and public groups to celebrate “First Roots’ on BLM-adminigtered landsin
Lincoln County.

The BLM works with loca universitiesto provide culturd and environmental education to university
students through cooperative agreements with Eastern Washington University and Centrd Washington
Universty. The Channeled Scablands Environmenta Field School, which is a Chdlenge Cost Share
project, provides opportunities for students to learn of the unique geologic history of the region, past
environmenta conditions, faunaand flora, and current land management practices while learning
archaeologica field techniques. During the past year, students participated in subsurface test
excavation of three prehistoric archaeologica sites and cultural survey of approximately 200 acres of
BLM-administered lands in the channeled scablands of eastern Washington.

The Central Washington University Archaeologica Field School, a cooperative partnership with

Central Washington University, provides archaeologica field and laboratory experience to university
sudents in the Saddle Mountains, an area of diverse cultura and resource values. During 1999, the
students surveyed approximately 200 acres of BLM-administered lands, conducted andlysis of artifacts,
and learned to use GPS and GIS systems to map and document cultura resources. The data gethered
in this region will be vita to future management of the diverse resource and recregtiond interests.

The Cultura Program provided support for a statewide poster and guide during Archaeology month,
which is October every year. Along with other federa and state agencies, BLM provided education
and outreach to area grade schools, aswell asto loca historica societies. The Cultural Program
provided an educationa program on artifact identification and cataloging to aloca preservation group
who assisted the BLM’ s Culturd program and partners, Eastern Washington University, Colville
Nationd Forest, and locd university and grade school studentsin test excavation of an historic glent
film studio near Spokane in 1998. Members of the preservation group assisted in sorting and
catdoging artifacts for the repogitory.

In cooperation with the Washington Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation, the Spokane
BLM Disgtrict began to develop and implement a new archaeological database system and GIS data
systems for Washington state. The new system will help to more efficiently manage and exchange Ste
information.

In addition, the Digtrict’ s artifact collection was prepared and submitted to the Museum of
Anthropology a Washington State University.

For additional information about the Sookane BLM District cultural resources program, contact
the District Archaeologist, Rich Bailey, at 509/536-1200.
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Forestry

The Environmental Assessment for the Hunter Creek Forest Health Restoration Project (EA#135-07-
05) isfindized and posted on the didtrict’s Internet Ste. Approximately one million board feet
(MMBF) of timber is expected to be sold through this project in September of 2000.

For additional information about the Spokane BLM District forestry program, contact Al
Gardner at 509/536-1200.

L ands and Realty

Land Exchanges

The Spokane Didtrict continued to make progressin achieving its land tenure adjustment gods. The
most recent exchange (Rock Creek, described below) is an outstanding example of the benefits
associated with the Spokane BLM Didtrict’s land tenure adjustment program.  Through the program,
isolated parcels have been exchanged for lands that are more efficiently managed, provide habitat for
plant and wildlife species, and expand public recreationa opportunities. Since establishing its land
exchange program, the Spokane Didtrict has transferred 250 isolated parcelsinto private ownership,
and in exchange BLM has received severd dozen parcels that are more consolidated for public use and
enjoyment in eastern Washington.

Rock Creek: In FY-99, the District acquired a 12,800-acre tract of shrub-steppe habitat along Rock
Creek (often referenced as Escure Ranch) in exchange for severd isolated parcels of public land in
northeastern Washington. The Rock Creek property represents one of the largest sngle ownerships
acquired by exchange to date and highlights the public benefits associated with the Didtrict’ s land
exchange program.

Acquisition of the Rock Creek property culminated a series of land exchange transactions completed
in recent yearsin which the BLM traded 44 separate parcels of public land for over 20,000 acres of
consolidated shrub-steppe and forest habitat. The public lands exchanged were remote and widdly
scattered parcdls, which were difficult to manage due to their small size and fragmented nature. In
contrast, the lands acquired contribute to the consolidation of public land ownership, as well as provide
high qudity habitat for plant and wildlife speciesand recreationd opportunities made available through
public access to large areas of open space.

The ranch on the Rock Creek property was developed by John and Marcos Escure over a 20-year
period between 1930s and 1950s under the name of the Escure Sheep Company. Historic remains of
sheep raisng, an important industry in the history of Washington, are evident on the property.
Numerous rock fences, wals and trails provide clues to past sheep-driving practicesin the region.

The parcd has an exceptiond diversty of wildlife habitat. This mixture of upland habitat combined with
productive wetlands and large size make the Escure Ranch unique. The abundance of water is one of
the most uncommon features of the ranch. The property has more than 100 acres of permanent surface
water and much more intermittent water in the many potholes and ponds. Over 8 miles of Rock Creek
meander through the ranch, supporting a hedthy fishery. The many potholes and ponds found on the
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ranch provide critical nesting habitat for migrating waterfowl species common to the Pecific flyway.
The many riparian areas are important cover for year-round resdents, including whitetail deer and mule
deer.

Central Washington Assembled Land Exchange (CWALE): Thisland exchange involves properties
in six centra Washington counties (Chelan, Douglas, Kittitas, Klickitat, Okanogan, and Y akima).
Under the proposal, BLM is considering the exchange of up to 71 separate parcels of federal lands
comprising 5,930 acres, for up to 9,665 acres of non-federd lands in Six separate ownerships. The
environmental assessment is nearing completion, and a decision on afirgt phase of the trade should be
issued by fdl. The exchange would diminate scattered and isolated tracts of public land and improve
the public land ownership pattern and management in the Moses Coulee, Okanogan and Saddle
Mountains Management Areas. Through the exchange, BLM would gain a

substantia increase in shrub-steppe habitat in the Moses Coulee Management Area (portions of Grant
and Douglas Counties), important anadromous fishery vaues along Salmon Creek in Okanogan
County, aswell asimportant plant communities and culturd sites.

BLM-DNR Sate Land Exchange: The Spokane BLM Didtrict is adso processng aland exchange
with the State of Washington, Department of Natura Resources (DNR). This proposal would trade
4,121 acres of BLM-administered public lands for 6,190 acres of DNR lands. The environmental
assessment and decision gpproving the exchange were findized during 1999.

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) Acquigtions

The Spokane Digtrict has four current LWCF project areas gpproved and funded by Congress:
Cowiche Canyon, Chadwick Hill, Rock Creek, and Y akima River Canyon. During fisca year 2000,
two properties (680 acres) were acquired in the Y akima Canyon project and one property (76 acres)
was purchased in the Chadwick Hill area. An offer was a'so made on a Cowiche property, but was
not accepted. The Digtrict may acquire two properties in the Cowiche area during the upcoming fisca
year. Thetwo tractsjust acquired in Y akima Canyon include valuable riparian and spring aress,
bighorn sheep habitat, a recreation trail, and scenic backdrop seen from the Canyon highway. The
Chadwick Hill tract was akey purchase because of its location within the project area. The parcel
includes the top and cliff face of Chadwick Hill dong with ocean waterfront, wetland and forested
hillsde. The property is home to bad eagles and peregrine falcons and contains three high quality plant
communities, including the best example of the Douglas-fir/Pecific madrone/American milk vetch
community in the date.

For additional information about the Sookane BLM District land exchange program, contact
realty specialists, asfollows. Kevin Devitt of the Border Resource Area at 509/536-1200 or Bill
Schurger of the Wenatchee Resource Area at 509-665-2100.

Other Realty Actions

During FY 99, the Spokane Didtrict processed 27 rights-of-way. To datein FY 2000, 18 rights-of-
way have been processed.
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Didtrict redty saff aso provided data as part of the following:

» Cugstomer sarvice and outreach in support of commercid activities to public utilities and private
corporations.

» Land, resource, and title information to the public, tribes, private organizations, service
organizations, and government agencies.

For additional information about rights-of-way, contact Jerry Spessard, a District Realty
Secialit, at 509/536-1200.

Fire Program

During 1999, the Spokane BLM Didtrict had 12 wild fires that burned 1,051 acres of BLM-
administered lands. Six prescribed fires were conducted on 370 acres.

Asof early August 2000, the Spokane District had 11 wild fires that burned 2,790 acres of BLM-
administered lands of atotal burned acreage of 6,419 acres. The 192,000-acre fire on the Hanford
Reservation burned 1,080 acres of BLM-administered land.

To datein 2000, only 11 acres have been treated with prescribed fire. This acreage is expected to be
the total for the year due in part to the severity of the fire season and also a 30-day moratorium on
prescribed fire during the spring when the time for burning was gppropriate.

Volunteer Program

Volunteers contributed over 10,500 hours in FY'-1999 in the Spokane Digtrict. Approximately 8,800
volunteer hours were contributed to wildlife, range, recreation, cultural resources, wilderness and wild
horse and burros programs. Fences were congtructed; severd trails were built and maintained; litter
was collected, vistor sgns were placed to identify public lands; shrubs and grasses were planted to
improve wildlife habitat, reduce erosion and retard the spread of noxious weeds; and cultural resources
were identified, documented and tested. Field schools conducted by Eastern Washington University
and Centra Washington University contributed over 1,200 hours to cultura Site inventory and testing.
In addition, volunteers contributed gpproximately 500 hours in administrative and clerica support. The
volunteer contributions represent a costs savings to the government of nearly $114,000 in |abor costs
for implementation of important resource management projects.

Among the projects accomplished were wild horse adoptions, International Migratory Bird Day
surveys, fisheries surveys, and completion of atechnica report on the importance of micro-habitats for
larval amphibians and fish in eastern Washington.. Loca groups, including the Inland Northwest
Wildlife Council (Council) and Spokane Preservation Advocates (SPA), contributed volunteer support
to wildlife and cultura resource management projects. The Council asssted with nesting and wildlife
surveys and guzzler maintenance. Members of SPA asssted in preparing historic artifacts and records
from archaeological excavations conducted in recognition of Washington State Archaeology Month.
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In addition, hosted workers contributed 560 hours toward road and recregtion site maintenance, fence
congtruction, and general shop maintenance. Hosted workers provided over $11,000 in support and
maintenance for public lands management. 1n sum, volunteers and hosted workers contributed more
than 11,000 hours to Didgtrict programs vaued at more than $125,000.

The Spokane Didtrict works with a dedicated cadre of volunteers who actively support the
management of public lands in Washington state. Volunteers can participate in anumber of programs
including recreation, wildlife, forestry, wild horse and burras, and cultural resource management. The
following projects are open to volunteers:

* Recregtion Ste maintenance

e Campground hosts

* Fenceand tralsbuilding

»  Wildife/plant monitoring

» Cultura resources survey and public excavation

For more information about the Volunteer Program, contact the BLM at (509) 536-1200 in
Sookane or (509) 665-2100 in Wenatchee.

Environmental Register

Listed below are some activities under preparation or projected for the upcoming year or beyond in the
near future. Updates and additiond detall for the environmenta register will be posted on the didtrict’s
internet Ste asthey become available.

Solid Leasable Actions

Midnite Mine GW 53 Well Rehabilitation

CE OR-130-00-05 dated January 27, 2000

Location: Spokane Indian Reservation, Stevens County, Washington.

Eagle Point Sand and Grave Fit - Mine and Reclamation Plan for Whedler Logging
EA OR-134-00-02 dated December 16, 1999. An appeal has been filed on this EA.
Location: Klickitat County, Washington

Mine and Reclamation Plan for Pacific Northwest Aggregate (Sand and Gravel operation) -
Location: Klickitat County, Washington

Forestry/Slviculture/Fire Programs

» Hunter Creek Forest Hedlth Restoration Project

« Lane Mountain Forest Headlth Restoration Project

« Red Marble Forest Hedlth Restoration Project

«  South Huckleberry Forest Hedlth Restoration Project (Border Resource Area, Stevens County)

» Precommercia thin gpproximately 150 acresin Black Canyon area

» Prescribe burn project on gpproximately 250 acresin Salmon Creek and Minerd Hill area
(Wenatchee Resource Area). About 50 acres of this project will be ponderosa pine restoration
treatments.

» Treeplanting on about 46 acresin Entiat Vdley, as part of pogt-fire rehabilitation.
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* Prescribe burn at least 830 acresin the year 2001, in addition to two projects in conjunction with
the Colville Nationa Fores.

Botany
* Dedgn an interpretive wildflower brochure for Twin Lakes area.

» Devdop and enter into a cooperative management plan for Cowiche Canyon ACEC set asde for
protection of Tauschia hooveri.
* Dedgn threeinterpretive sgns for two watchable wildflower stesin Douglas and Cowiche Canyon.

Grazin

* Bob'sLake Allotment Management Plan (formerly Whitaker AMP)(Border Resource Areg)
* Lamp Allotment Management Plan (Border Resource Areq)

»  South Sprague Allotment Management Plan (Border Resource Areg)

* Martinez Allotment Management Plan (Wenatchee Resource Areq)

Lands & Realty
» Processthe following pending right-of-way gpplications:
Power Lines (WAW 02465 in Border R.A.; WAOR 55771, WAOR 55228, WAOR
55089, and WAOR 54327, dl in Wenatchee R.A.)
Road Use - (WAOR 52849 in Border R.A. and WAOR 54980 in Wenatchee RA)
Buried Fibre Optic -WAOR 55455 (Digtrict-wide)

Fisheries
Ringer Road Fish Habitat Improvement (Wenatchee Resource Areq)

Recreation

* Review Patos Idandsin the San Juan Idands for wilderness characterigtics.

»  Congruct Watchable Wildlife viewing stein the Y akima River Canyon. Ste will include
interpretive sgn and bench.

* Pan and congtruct a 12-mile non-motorized trail from the town of Odessato BLM'’s Pacific Lake
recregtion Site. Trail will be congtructed aong existing jeep roads and cattle paths.

* Pantwo parking areas, one accessble trail, and one non-accessible trail and information sgnsfor a
geol ogical/sagebrush-steppe viewing area near Odessa, in the Channeled Scablands.
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