Prehistoric Jackrabbit Roasting in the Catlow Valley
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wekromnalsiasioone o A total of 127 bones were
identified as either black or white

A prehistoric jackrabbit roasting site was | Hearth remains - | fragments, most of which | =} =" .
tailed jackrabbit. Here are some

discovered in 2000 after the Beatys Butte | UL e e Bl

. . . examples.
fire destroyed vegetation in a vast area of Our surface collection and recording of the | | rabbit-sized but too 0 k
_ . . L , fragmentary to tell which :
Catlow Valley. The site was extremely small small site convinced us to return to the site rabbit species was

enormous amount of burned bone and the charcoal for c14 dating and recover bone, eaten at the site.

shows the BLM crew completing the surface hearth was found. Charcoal from the hearth

collection of bone, flakes and artifacts. dated to about 1625 AD. This photo shows

one of the crew members, Dan Braden,

completing the shallow excavation.
Here are the only tools found at the

site. All are either scrapers or flake
knives. These sorts of tools would

) ) _ We also found some grinding | 422 flakes of chert and obsidian were
have been used in the rabbit butcher- stone fragments. They were found at the site. The majority were
ing process and preparing rabbit hides probably collected from other chert of various colors. This is very
for use. sites in the area and used as unusual because the site is on the
boiling stones. Prehistoric edge of 110 square mile Beatys Butte
people cooked in water-tight obsidian source. We would expect a site
baskets with boiling stones. to be rich in obsidian debris in such an
area. Based on this information, we
started to think the people that camped
here were new arrivals in the area.

Most obsidian found at the site came from near Burns
and one scraper came from Glass Buttes. Very little came
from Beatys Butte, confirming our suspicion that the
people who camped at this site were new arrivals. Maybe
they came in the fall of 1625 AD to harvest jackrabbits
that congregate in the valleys of the northern Great

Basin.

Figure 7. 35HA3055, All Obsidian Sources,
Hydration Rind Measurements
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The charcoal, jack rabbit bones, stone tools and stone |& ~C.
flakes tell a story about prehistoric people of

southeastern Oregon. As near as we can tell, a small 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90
group of Burns Paiute ancestors arrived in this are in U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR el e £ TS

the fall of 1625 AD to hunt rabbits. They killed, RORERT OF T M et
butchered and roasted at least 7 jackrabbits around a

small campfire and/or may have been boiling a stew of

some sort of food plants and rabbit meat or rendering This is a bar graph showing were the obsidian at the site

grease from crushed rabbit bones. When they were came from. Itwas not a surprise to us that most of
done, they moved on. the obsidian came from outside Catlow Valley.
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