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Finding of No Significant | mpact

The South River Field Office, Roseburg Didtrict, Bureau of Land Management (BLM), has completed
the environmenta analysisfor the Kold s Ridge Commercid Thinning located in

T.30S,R. 9W,, Section 27, W.M. Two dternatives were andyzed conssting of Alternative 1, “no
action”, and Alternative 2, the “ proposed action”. The Alternatives are described in Chapter 2 of the
Environmenta Assessment, pages 3 through 6.

Thefollowing Criticd Elements of the Human Environment would not be affected by the
proposedaction: Air Qudity; Environmental Justice; Non-Native, Invasive Species, and Wadtes,
Hazardous or Solid.

The commercid thinning and quarry areas are not located in proximity to wetlands, park lands, prime
farmlands, Wilderness, Wild and Scenic Rivers, or Areas oc Crirical Environmenta Concern. No
unique characteristics would be impacted, as described in Council on Environmenta Qudity (CEQ)
Regulations, section 1508.27 (b)(3).

No Native American rdigious concerns were identified in the issue identification process. No culturd
resources were identified in the project area. Concurrence has been received from the Oregon State
Higtoric Preservation Office. There would be no impacts to scientific, cultural, or historical resources
(CEQ Regulations 1508.27 (b)(8)).

The commercid thinning and quarry areas are located outsde of any known northern spotted owl
territory or designated critical habitat unit. The thinning would have no direct impact to the northern
gpotted owl, no impact on the functiondity of the stands as dispersd habitat, and is consdered a“no
effect” action. The project areais outside of known territories, habitat zones, or suitable habitat for the
bald eagle and Columbian white-talled deer. Potentid suitable habitat for the Federd ly-threatened
marbled murrdlet is present within Yamile of the project areas, but not within any of the proposed units,
or on the site of the proposed quarry. Consultation with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) on the marbled murrelet has been completed. Appropriate Terms and Conditions contained
in the subsequent Biological Opinion of June 28, 1999 will be implemented in order to minimize impacts
on the marbled murrelet. Consultation with the Nationad Marine Fisheries Service is complete for
effects on the Federa ly-threatened Oregon Coast coho sdimon. The Biologica Opinion received form
the National Marine Fisheries Service on June 4, 1999, concurs with the BLM findings that the
commercid thinning is“not likey to adversdly affect” for coho sdmon. This Biologicd Opinion dso



assesses potentia affects on the Oregon Coast steelhead trout and searun cutthroat trout, candidate
species for listing under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended and finds potentid affects
congstent with those for the Oregon Coast coho sdmon. The quarry development is considered to be
a“no affect”. Asa consequence, there would be no significant adverse impacts to any specid status
species (CEQ Regulations, section 1508.27 (b)(9)), and any impacts would be within the range and
scope of those analyzed in the Roseburg Didtrict Proposed Resource Management Plar/Environmental
Impact Statement.

Port-Orford-cedar occursin the proposed thinning area, and aong the designated access route. No
Port-Orford-cedar is present at the proposed quarry site. All management activities would conform to
the Port-Orford Cedar Management Guiddines. Field surveysfor Specid Status, Survey and Manage,
and Protection Buffer plant species are continuing. Species located in past surveys, or which may be
identified in ongoing surveys will be protected in accordance with current management guidelines. The
mitigation insures that the proposed action does not violate of Federd, State, or locd law (CEQ,
section 1508.27(b)(10)).

Asaresult of the analysis, of the ten points listed under 40 CFR 8 1508.27(b), the following were
considered and were found not to apply to the proposed action: significant beneficid or adverse effects;
sgnificant effects on public hedth or safety; effects on the qudity of the human environment thet are
likely to be highly controversd; anticipated cumulatively sgnificant impacts; highly uncertain or
unknown risks, and no precedents for future actions with sgnificant effects.

Based on the anadlysis of potential impacts contained in the environmental assessment, | have
determined that the propased action will not have sgnificant impact on the human environment within
the meaning of Section 102(2)(c) of the Nationa Environmental Policy Act of 1969, and that an
environmental impact statement is not required. | have determined that the proposed actionisin
conformance with the Record of Decision and Resource Management Plan (ROD/RMP) for the
Roseburg Didtrict, approved by the Oregon/Washington State Director on June 2, 1995.
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