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Look for the “Hot Side”

Many Pacific Northwest families are at risk of loosing their homes to wildfires.  ____________________, YOUR AGENCY NAME report that experienced fire observers have determined that homes have a significantly greater chance of surviving a wildfire once a defensible space is created around it.

Begin by determining the most likely direction a fire would spread toward your home.  Fire officials recommend you consider this the “hot side” of your house and begin here to create a defensible space.

· Homes located on steep hillsides are at greater risk than those on level ground. Fire will burn faster and hotter as it travels uphill.  The side of the home facing downhill is the “hot side”.  Up to 100 feet of survivable space may be required.

· Homes located in mountain valleys are often exposed to winds.  The windward side is your home’s “hot side”.

· Injured or diseased trees may die, which increases their susceptibility to fire, creating another “hot side”.  These trees should be removed.

Creating a defensible space on the “hot side” of your home first makes good sense. Continue developing your defensible space by working around your home. 

For more information about creating a defensible space contact your local fire protection agency or visit www.or.blm.gov/nwfire.

I’m concerned about WILDFIRE!
