This is the last snowpack comparison of the 2003-2004 winter/spring seasons. 
Below is the May 14, 2004 Washington and Oregon snowpack update, along with comparisons to 2000, 2001, 2002 and 2003.  With snow remaining at just the higher elevations, basin percentages become unreliable and can change drastically from day to day depending on the weather.  Comparisons to past years should only be made with that in mind. Overall, the snowpack continues to melt at an accelerated pace, even with the cool weather of late.  The Oregon snowpack dropped to 46% of average for May 14, down from 53% on May 3.  The best snow remains in the upper reaches of the Rogue and Deschutes River Basins where a few stations still show above normal snow.  Washington’s snowpack dropped 9% from May 3 and is currently at 53% of normal.  Statewide it ranges from 34% of normal on the Chelan/Entiat /Wenatchee River Basins to 78% on the Lewis/Cowlitz Basin.  All eastern Washington river basins and the Baker/Skagit in northwest Washington have less of a May 14th snowpack than anytime since 1994.  Elsewhere in Oregon and Washington, basin snowpacks are well below normal and are comparable to the drought year of 2001. 

(Note: Snowpack percentage changes now indicate the rate of snowmelt and not additional snow accumulation. This year’s snowpack peaked around the first or second week of March in both Oregon and Washington.)     
I also attached the May 11th U.S. Drought Monitor map.  The interesting feature on this map is the inclusion of western Washington as an “abnormally dry” area.  This is due to below normal rainfall over the last 3 month period.  Eastern Washington and eastern Oregon remain in moderate to extreme drought range.  Long term drought coupled with a low snowpack, early snowmelt, a dry spring and the forecast of a dry summer all indicate the potential for a very active fire season in the Northwest Geographic Area.  For a look at the 2004 fire season in the Northwest, please refer to the “Preliminary Northwest 2004 Fire Season Severity Assessment” located in the Predictive Services section of the Northwest Interagency Coordination Center web page. 
	Oregon and Washington Snowpack Comparison

as of May 14, 2004

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Oregon
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	(Percent of Normal)

	River Basin
	Date
	2004
	2003
	2002
	2001
	2000

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Owyhee
	May 14
	5
	96
	22
	0
	1

	Malheur
	May 14
	14
	114
	14
	0
	17

	Grande Ronde
	May 14
	47
	113
	98
	27
	64

	Umatilla
	May 14
	35
	85
	113
	23
	1

	John Day
	May 14
	4
	51
	7
	1
	4

	Deschutes

(Crooked R.)
	May 14
	87
(0)
	85
(37)
	123
(0)
	31
(0)
	103
(0)

	Lower Columbia
	May 14
	57
	80
	172
	60
	130

	Willamette
	May 14
	71
	78
	138
	36
	112

	Rogue/Umpqua
	May 14
	86
	132
	73
	2
	95

	Klamath
	May 14
	63
	142
	77
	1
	82

	Lake County
	May 14
	35
	190
	68
	16
	32

	Harney
	May 14
	47
	107
	65
	26
	41

	State AVG
	
	46
	106
	81
	19
	57


	Washington
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	(Percent of Normal)

	River Basin
	Date
	2004
	2003
	2002
	2001
	2000

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Spokane
	May 14
	57
	83
	142
	41
	99

	Columbia/Methow
	May 14
	45
	139
	118
	50
	107

	Chelan/Wenatchee
	May 14
	34
	82
	145
	59
	107

	Upper Yakima
	May 14
	41
	73
	154
	59
	122

	Lower Yakima
	May 14
	56
	97
	122
	48
	128

	Walla Walla
	May 14
	52
	102
	150
	32
	63

	Lewis/Cowlitz
	May 14
	78
	87
	164
	70
	177

	White/Green
	May 14
	71
	89
	153
	73
	149

	Cedar/Snoqualmie
	May 14
	38
	56
	201
	70
	130

	Baker/Skagit
	May 14
	35
	67
	129
	50
	98

	Olympic
	May 14
	76
	76
	N/A
	130
	216

	State AVG
	
	53
	86
	148
	62
	127


(Note: 2004 figures in red indicate snowpacks less than 80% of average for the date.)
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