Mr. Wilson Timber Sale

Purpose and Need

The Glendale Resource Area proposed the Mr. Wilson Timber Sale to
assist in meeting the land use objectives identified in the Medford
District BLM Resource Management Plan (RMP) dated April 14, 1995.
The first objective listed within the environmental assessment, is to
“Produce commercial timber”, followed by “Achieve regeneration of
conifers to provide future forest products”. All proposed units for the
timber sale are designated as General Forest Management Area
(GFMA) in the Medford District RMP.

What is GFMA land?

One of the abjectives for GFMA management in the RMP is to produce
merchantable timber. GFMA lands are designated to be on a
regeneration harvest cycle of approximately 100-120 years as
determined by the Northwest Forest Plan in 1994. A biological legacy

of 6-8 large green trees per acre are to be retained to assure forest health.

Trees retained would represent the range of diameter classes.
Regeneration harvests would produce a two-storied stand. Species
would represent those present prior to harvest. Planted and natural
seedlings would be actively managed, which would include fuel
treatments, until the next regeneration harvest. Commercial thinning
would be applied where practicable and where research indicates there
would be gains in timber production.

Regeneration units in the Mr. Wilson timber sale left 6-10 conifer trees
per acre with a diameter greater than 20 inches and 2 large hardwoods
per acre as well as snags and down logs.

The 6 ft Diameter tree was not cut during a
thinning treatment.

In April of 2003, a cross section, commonly referred to as “a cookie”, of
a 6 ft diameter tree from the Mr. Wilson Timber Sale was removed from
a cut tree’s stump. Since August this “cookie” has been touring the
country as an example for many environmental groups of old-growth
trees being removed under the guise of a Healthy Forest Initiative
thinning or fuels reduction project. The Headwaters website misleads
its readers as to why the BLM cut this 6ft diameter tree. The
environmental organization’s website states the BLM cut the tree during
a thinning project. Headwaters has received copies of the
environmental assessment, timber sale prospectus (describes all contract
requirements of the timber sale), and decision record from the Medford
District BLM. As a part of regular outreach, the Field Manager has had
several discussions with local groups to discuss this sale, including a
scheduled field trip to visit the project area to address concerns and
questions about the timber sale. However, a lawsuit against this timber
sale was filed by local environmental groups before the field trip could
be accomplished.

As stated in the Decision Record for the timber sale, the unit in which
the 6 ft diameter tree was taken was a regeneration harvest unit. A full
description for diameter of trees cut and left uncut is illustrated in Figure
1 & 2. Table 1 provides a summary of types of harvest treatments
included within the sale.



Figure 1. Unit 20, which contains the 6 ft diameter cookie, is
33 acres & is a regeneration harvest.
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Diameter | Number of trees cut Number of trees left
8 11 0
12 13 1
16 17 2
20 17 19
24 20 13
28 100 33
32 95 26
36 129 47
40 161 67
44 122 41
48 95 27
52 49 20
56 38 17
60 14 11
64 8 6
68 0 0
72 1 0

Figure 2. Mr. Wilson Timber Sale — All Regeneration Harvest

Units total 118 acres.
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Diameter | Number of trees cut Number of trees left
8 261 75
12 275 325
16 253 265
20 297 199
24 378 153
28 449 185
32 441 160
36 432 184
40 318 173
44 206 94
48 137 59
52 67 40
56 48 26
60 19 12
64 8 6
68 0 0
72 1 0




Table 1. Summary of timber management in the Mr. Wilson
Timber Sale.

Regeneration harvest 85 acres
(RH,RH/CT, RH/OR)

Overstory removal 41 acres

(OR, OR/CT)

Commercial Thin 77 acres

(CT, PCT)

*Fuels Treatments 126 acres

RH = Regeneration Harvest OR = Overstory Removal
CT = Commercial Thin PCT = Pre-Commercial Thin

* includes hand pile and burn & broadcast burn

Definition of Harvest Types and Fuels Treatment within
the Mr. Wilson Timber Sale

Regeneration Harvest — objective to remove mature timber in a manner that
creates conditions for a new stand of timber to become established. The upper
canopy would be composed of 6-8 larger conifer (> 20 inches diameter) per
acre across the natural range of diameters present in the stand. Species would
represent those present prior to harvest.

Overstory Removal — Type of regeneration harvest with the same objective as
above as well as removing dense understory to promote a larger tree size stand.
One or more commercial thins may occur depending on stand stocking levels.

Commercial Thin — objective to reduce stand stocking to increase growing
space for remaining trees to meet larger merchantable size.

Pre-Commercial Thin — removes some less merchantable size trees from the
stand so that the remaining trees will grow faster.

Hand pile and Burn - removes 1-6 inch diameter trees and are piled and
covered to be burned during the winter season after 1 or more inches of
precipitation has occurred.

Broadcast Burn — ground burn maintained below second story to reduce fuel
hazards.

In the Mr. Wilson Timber Sale the average size diameter tree either cut
or planned for cutting is approximately 26 inches as stated in the
prospectus. This number represents the wide range of trees present
within the sale, including those to be thinned as well as those of the
largest size. Forest stands today contain a wide range of tree diameter
sizes. The number of trees with a diameter greater than 60 inches
planned for cutting range in the teens or fewer for each unit, depending
on the size of the unit and the forest stand.

Although the environmental assessment for this timber sale included
units for thinning to optimize forest health and increase stand vigor, this
project was never intended or advertised as primarily a thinning project.
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Areato right is a closer look at Unit 20 after regeneration harvest. The area to
the left is a 10 acre red tree vole buffer area within the unit. No trees were cut
within this buffer. There are a number of similar buffers located in various
units of the Mr. Wilson Timber Sale.



The Healthy Forest Initiative and Timber
Production

The development of the Mr. Wilson Timber Sale was completed
between 1999 and 2001, before the President announced the Healthy
Forest Initiative in August of 2002.

The Healthy Forest Initiative does not mean the end of regeneration
harvests nor the end of forest timber production. The Healthy Forest
Initiative was intended to exist alongside the objectives of the Northwest
Forest plan, not to override them. The Northwest Forest Plan objectives
still must be met, such as harvesting merchantable timber. Stand
management outlined in the NWF plan would still be followed.

The Northwest Forest Plan

The Northwest Forest Plan was developed for agencies to respond to
dual needs: the need for forest habitat and the need for forest products.
The goal was to produce a compromise between maintaining the
stability of local and regional economies largely dependent on timber
production and natural resource protection. Under the Resource
Management Plan, developed to follow the direction of the Northwest
Forest Plan, the Medford District BLM has been designated to produce a
sustainable Allowable Sale Quantity (ASQ) per year of 57.1 MMBF.
The Medford District BLM has met 38.9 MMBF of this ASQ for 2002.
Table 2 provides the board feet cut within the Medford District since the
development of the Northwest Forest Plan.

Table 2. Board Feet Cut within the Medford District since the Northwest
Forest Plan.

Year Million Board Feet Allowable Sale Quantity (ASQ)
1995 28.7 57.1
1996 46.3 57.1
1997 52.8 57.1
1998 37.6 57.1
1999 16.8 57.1
2000 30.4 57.1
2001 1.3 57.1
2002 38.9 57.1

Litigation against the Mr. Wilson Timber Sale

On November 29, 2001 the Mr. Wilson Timber Sale was sold. It was
protested and then appealed by a collaborative group of environmental
organizations, including the Oregon Natural Resource Council Fund,
Klamath Siskiyou Wildlands Center, Umpqua Watersheds, Inc., and
Headwaters. The Interior Board of Land Appeals (IBLA) affirmed the
BLM decision and the motion to stay the decision was denied. On April
11, 2003 a lawsuit was filed against the timber sale covering several
issues within the environmental assessment. The United States Attorney
District of Oregon denied the plaintiffs’ motion for a temporary
restraining order of the timber sale and a preliminary injunction was
also denied. As of September 5, 2003, there has been no decision on the
merits of the case.
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Mr. Wilson Timber Sale photograph
Area encircled to the left, Unit 32 has been felled. Area encircled to the

right has not been cut. The foreground shows an old clearcut from years past,
not part of the Mr. Wilson Timber Sale.




Protection through Reserves

There are approximately 668,100 acres of forest lands on the Medford
District. At the time of the development of the Medford District’s
Resource Management Plan, it was estimated that 70 percent of these
forest lands would be unavailable for planned timber harvests where
commodities were the primary objective. These acres include lands
within Late-Successional Reserves, Riparian Reserves, and protection
buffers. Stands with large conifers and characteristics similar to the
units harvested in the Mr. Wilson Timber Sale occur within these
unavailable areas.

Prepared by the Glendale Resource Area of the Medford District
Bureau of Land Management. Field Manager Lynda L. Boody (541)
618-2279.



