DECISION RECORD

EA LOG No. OR-010-2003-04

Project Name: Adel TV, Inc. Translator Site Removal & Relinquishment of Right-of-
Way OR 44848. :

Applicant: Lakeview BLM

Address: 1301 South G Street County: Lake
Lakeview, OR 97630

BLM Office: Lakeview Resource Area Phone: 541/947-2177

Decision Record

. . .
Le decision of the Bureau:

Decision:
Proceed with the removal of the Adel TV Translator site and the relinquishment/closure
of Adel TV, Inc.’s right-of-way OR 44848.

Rationale:

Adel TV, Inc. through involuntary dissolution relinquished its standing as a non-profit
corporation with the State of Oregon April 24, 1997. The translator site, which is
currently under BLM right-of-way OR 44848, has not been operational since corporation
dissolution and is no longer necessary. Removal of the site is in compliance with the
Wilderness Interim Management Policy and consistent with the Warner Lakes
Management Framework Plan and 43 CFR 2803.4(c) regarding site non-
use/abandonment. Site removal will enhance wilderness values within the Fish Creek
Rim WSA and restore the area to a more natural condition.

No public or outside agency objections to the proposed removal action were identified
through the environmental assessment, thirty (3 0) day review process.

Environmental Considerations:

I have considered the environmental consequences of this decision as documented in the
accompanying environmental assessment referenced above. Except as maybe noted in
the rationale, all environmental considerations have been adequately addressed in the
accompanying document. ‘
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homas E. Rasmussen, Manager Date

Lakeview Resource Area




1NE BUTEA OF LANG VIANAZEIEND 5, LAKSVIEW KESOUrCe Aren, NAs analyzed a proposal and 118
altermatives to remove the Adel TV, Inc, Translator Site from the Fish Creek Rim W3A. Adel
TV through involuntary dissolution relinquished its standing as a non-profit corporation with the
State of Oregon April 24, 1997, The site, which is currently under BLM righl-of-way OR 44543,
Thias not been operational since comporation dissolution and is no longer necessary. The obiective
of this proposal is to relinguish/ferminate the right-of-way and remove 2l associated
improvements in order o enhance wilderness values within the WSA. This project is in
conformance with the Wamer Lakes Management Framework Plan and the Wilderness Inlerim
Management Policy.

There arc no wetlands, floodplains, wild and scenic rivers, known hazardous waste areas, arcas
of religious concern, wild horses, or prime or unique farmlands in the immediate project area.
Mo adverse or beneficial impact is anticipated Lo water quality, air quality, fisheries, lands, or
minerals. Surveys found no threatened or endangered plants or amimals or cultural or
paleontological resources in the ares. No low income or minority populations would be
impacted,

Omn the basis of the analysis contained in the attached Envircnmental Assessment (EA) and all
other zvailable information, it is my determination that none of the altematives analyzed
constitute a major federal action that would adversely impact the quality of the human
environment. Therefore, an Environmental Impact Staterment {EIS) is unnecessary and will not

be prepared.
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EA Number: OR-010-2003-04

PRQJECT TI TLE/ TYPE: Proposed Renmpval of the Adel TV Inc. Translator Site
(Fish Creek Rim W1l derness Study Area (WSA).

PRQJIECT LOCATION: T.39S., R 24E., WM, Section 17: S/AEY NAW; SE/NW; NE/SEY:
(see location map attached and described as Exhibit “A")

BLM OFFI CE: Lakevi ew Resource Area, Lakeview District, and 1301 South G
Street, Lakeview, OR 97630

LEASE/ SERI AL/ CASE FILE #: Right-of-Way OR 44848

APPLI CANT (if any): Adel TV Inc. (lnvoluntary Dissolution 4/24/1997)

CONFORMANCE W TH APPLI CABLE LAND USE PLAN: This proposed action is subject to
one or nore of the follow ng |and use plans.

Nane of Pl ans: Warner Lakes Managenent Framework Plans (M-Ps), as anended (1982,
1983, 1989, and 1995), Oregon W/l derness FEIS and ROD (1989 and 1991) and the
W | derness I nteri m Managenent Policy (1995).

Remar ks: The proposed action is in conformance with the above stated pl ans.

PURPOSE and NEED FOR ACTION: The W/ derness Interim Managenent Policy (I MP)
requi res the Bureau of Land Managenent (BLM to maintain wilderness val ues, which
i ncl ude roadl essness, natural ness, outstanding opportunities for solitude or
primtive and unconfined recreation and suppl emental val ues.

The Adel TV Translator site was constructed on Fish Creek R maround 1958 wit hout
aut hori zation. During the devel opnent of the Warner Lakes Managenent Franework
Plan, the site was identified for authorization and subsequently recogni zed and
considered non-inpairing in the Oregon Wlderness EI'S, which designated Fish
Creek RRhma WSA in Decenber 1989. The translator site was officially authorized
t hrough the issuance of right-of-way OR 44848 to Adel TV, Inc. April 19, 1989.
During a field exam nation conducted in August 2002, it was noticed that the
coaxi al cables fromthe receiving antenna to the transnmit site had been severed,
i ndi cati ng non-use. Communi cations with a past president of the corporation
i ndicated that Adel TV, Inc. no |longer exists and the site has not been used for
many years. The past president also indicated that since the comng of satellite
TV he saw little future need for the site and would be willing to relinquish the
site right-of-way barring any | ocal objection. The BLM Lakevi ew Resource Area
proposes renoval of the site upon receipt of voluntary relinqui shnent of the
right-of-way or, if necessary, termnation pursuant 43 CFR 2803.4(c) for non-
use/ site abandonnment. Renpval is tentatively scheduled for June 2003 and will
enhance wi | derness val ues of the area.

DESCRI PTI ON of PROPOSED ACTION: The translator site will be renoved by hand with




or without aerial, helicopter assistance, |loaded in trucks and hauled to the
nearest |licensed disposal facility. The facilities to be renpved consist of an
antenna-receiving site; transmitter equipnent shed and related antennas, old
coaxi al cable and approximately one (1) mile of power feeder I|ine.

Access to the site area will be by vehicle on existing roads and ways (trails).
A dunp truck and/or several pick-up trucks will be used to haul the material away
and may involve sone limted cross-country travel. A helicopter, if available at
the time of renoval, will be used to renove materials fromthe face of the rim
where the translator transmt site and power feeder line is |ocated, to either
the top of the rimor the base of the rimnear Adel. Utilizing the helicopter
Will mninze the trailing effect during the renoval process. Equi prment use will
be the mnimm recessary to conplete the proposed action. All cross-country
travel will be restricted to periods of dry conditions. Trails of significance
either created through the renoval process or existing will be raked and
reseeded, as appropriate. All reseeding shall be conducted utilizing pure live,
certified weed free native seed.

ALTERNATI VES:

1) NO ACTION — Do not renove the translator site.

AFFECTED ENVI RONMENT: The translator site is located in the southeast corner of
the Fish Creek Rim WSA, approximately 1% niles northwest of Adel, Oregon and %
mle north of three (3) other existing, authorized, comrunication sites. These
other sites are occupied and operated by the Bonneville Power Adm nistration
(BPA), City of Los Angeles, RCC Holdings, Inc. and the Oregon Departnent of
Transportation. The area is in a H gh Desert, |ow sagebrush/juniper type
vegetative community that receives |ow noderate visitor use. Visitor use is
associated primarily with comruni cati on site access, hunting and other forns of
recreation. The way (trail) accessing the translator site is lightly used and
originates from a well-maintained road, which also accesses the devel oped

comuni cation sites to the south. Al though the presence of the site is
consi dered non-inpairing, renoval of site inmprovenments will benefit the character
of the WAA. Renpval of the site will also elimnate an unnecessary ri ght-of-way

and associ ated i nprovenents fromthe public |and.

ENVI RONVENTAL | MPACTS: The potential environmental inpacts resulting fromthe
alternatives relative to the following critical resource val ues were eval uated.
The following is a summary of the results:

Critical Elenment/ Af f ect ed Critical Elenent/ Af f ect ed
Resour ce Val ue Yes No Resour ce Val ue Yes No
Alr Quality X T & E Speci es X
ACEC/ RNAs X W | der ness X
Cul tural WIld & Scenic
Resour ces X Ri vers X




Far m ands, Hazar dous Wast es

Pri me/ Uni que X X

Fl oodpl ai ns X Water Quality X
Native Anmerican Wet | ands/ Ri pari an

Cul tural/ X Zones X

Rel i gi ous Concerns

Low | ncone/ X Noxi ous Weeds X
Mnority
Popul ati ons

DESCRI PTI ON _of OTHER | MPACTS:

Proposed Acti on

| mpl ementing the proposed action will enhance wi |l derness val ues by renovi ng an
unnatural, manmade feature fromthe Fish Creek R m WoA. Renopval the translator
site will also elinminate an unnecessary right-of-way and associ ated i nprovenents

from the public land. Although sone off-road vehicle use maybe necessary in
order to access and renmpove the site, any vehicle tracks resulting from the

proposed action will be rehabilitated, as appropriate.
No Action
Impl ementing the no action alternative wll perpetuate an wunnatural and

unnecessary feature within the Fish Creek Rim WSA. Al |l owi ng the existence of a
ri ght-of-way which is no | onger necessary or in use is inconsistent with 43 CFR
2803. 4(c).

DESCRI PTI ON of M TI GATI ON MEASURES and RESI DUAL | MPACTS:

Renmoval of the translator site, as proposed, is in conpliance with the non-
i mpai rment criteria of the Wlderness IMP and is consistent with 43 CFR 2803. 4(c)
regardi ng site non-use/abandonment. The proposed action will enhance w | der ness
values within the Fish Creek Rim WSA, as well as restore the area to a natural
condi tion.

No future nonitoring of the area is considered necessary once the translator site
has been renoved.

NOXI OUS WEED CONSI DERATI ONS:

No noxi ous weeds are known to be present at/or adjacent to the translator site
| ocation. However, if weeds becone a consideration, and to prevent spreading all
vehicles shall be thoroughly washed as deened appropriate.

PERSONS/ AGENCI ES CONSULTED:




PREPARER (S): Dan Stewardson, Realty Speciali st
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