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Glossary

Allowable Sale Quantity (ASQ) - The gross amount of timber volume, including salvage, that
may be sold annually from a specified area over a stated period of time in accordance with the
management plan.  Formerly referred to as “allowable cut.” 

Anadromous Fish - Fish that are hatched and reared in freshwater, move to the ocean to grow
and mature, and return to freshwater to reproduce. Salmon, steelhead, shad are examples.

Archaeological Site - A geographic locale that contains the material remains of prehistoric and/or
historic human activity.

Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) - An area of BLM-administered lands where
special management attention is needed to protect and prevent irreparable damage to important
historic, cultural or scenic values, fish and wildlife resources or other natural systems or
processes; or to protect life and provide safety from natural hazards.  (Also see Potential ACEC.)

Best Management Practices (BMP) - Methods, measures, or practices designed to prevent or
reduce water pollution.  Not limited to structural and nonstructural controls, and procedures for
operations and maintenance.  Usually, BMPs are applied as a system of practices rather than a
single practice.

Biological Diversity - The variety of life and its processes, including a complexity of species,
communities, gene pools, and ecological function.

Board Foot (BF) - A unit of solid wood that is one foot square and one inch thick.

Candidate Species - Those plants and animals included in Federal Register “Notices of Review”
that are being considered by the Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) for listing as threatened or
endangered.  There are two categories that are of primary concern to BLM. These are:

Category 1. Taxa for which the USFWS has substantial information on hand to support
proposing the species for listing as threatened or endangered.  Listing proposals are either
being prepared or have been delayed by higher priority listing work.

Category 2. Taxa for which the USFWS has information to indicate that listing is possibly
appropriate.  Additional information is being collected.

Commercial Thinning - The removal of merchantable trees from an even-aged stand to
encourage growth of the remaining trees.

Connectivity/Diversity blocks - Connectivity/Diversity blocks are specific lands spaced
throughout the Matrix lands, which have similar goals as Matrix but have specific Standards &
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Guidelines which affect their timber production. They are managed on longer rotations (150
years), retain more green trees following regeneration harvest (12-18) and must maintain 25-30
percent of the block in late successional forest.

Coos Bay Wagon Road (CBWR) Lands - Public lands granted to the Southern Oregon
Company and subsequently reconveyed to the United States.

Cubic Foot - A unit of solid wood that is one foot square and one foot thick.

Cumulative Effect - The impact that results from identified actions when they are added to other
past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions regardless of who undertakes such other
actions.  Cumulative effects can result from individually minor but collectively significant actions
taking place over a period of time.

Density Management - Cutting of trees for the primary purpose of widening their spacing so
that growth of remaining trees can be accelerated.  Density management harvest can also be used
to improve forest health, open the forest canopy, or  accelerate the attainment of old growth
characteristics if maintenance or restoration of biological diversity is the objective.

District Defined Reserves - Areas designated for the protection of specific resources, flora,
fauna, and other values.  These areas are not included in other land use allocations nor in the
calculation of the ASQ.

Endangered Species - Any species defined through the Endangered Species Act as being in
danger of extinction throughout all or a significant portion of its range and published in the
Federal Register. 

Environmental Assessment (EA) - A systematic analysis of site-specific BLM activities used to
determine whether such activities have a significant effect on the quality of the human
environment and whether a formal environmental impact statement is required and also to aid an
agency’s compliance with NEPA when no EIS is necessary.

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) - A formal document to be filed with the
Environmental Protection Agency and that considers significant environmental impacts expected
from implementation of a major federal action.

Extensive Recreation Management Areas (ERMAs) - All BLM-administered lands outside
Special Recreation Management Areas.  These areas may include developed and primitive
recreation sites with minimal facilities.

General Forest Management Area (GFMA) - Forest land managed on a regeneration harvest
cycle of 70-110 years.  A biological legacy of six to eight green trees per acre would be retained
to assure forest health.  Commercial thinning would be applied where practicable and where
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research indicates there would be gains in timber production.

Green Tree Retention - A stand management practice in which live trees—as well as snags and
large down wood—are left as biological legacies within harvest units to provide habitat
components over the next management cycle. 

Harvested Volume or Harvested Acres - Refers to timber sales where trees are cut and taken to
a mill during the fiscal year.  Typically, this volume was sold over several years.  This is more
indicative of actual support for local economies during a given year.

Hazardous Materials - Anything that poses a substantive present or potential hazard to human
health or the environment when improperly treated, stored, transported, disposed of, or otherwise
managed.

Land Use Allocations - Allocations that define allowable uses/activities, restricted uses/activities,
and prohibited uses/activities.  They may be expressed in terms of area such as acres or miles. 
Each allocation is associated with a specific management objective.

Late-Successional Forests - Forest seral stages that include mature and old-growth age classes,
80 years and older.

Late-Successional Reserve (LSR) - A forest in its mature and/or old-growth stages that has
been reserved.

Matrix Lands - Federal land outside of reserves and special management areas that will be
available for timber harvest at varying levels.

Noxious Plant/Weed - A plant specified by law as being especially undesirable, troublesome, and
difficult to control.

O&C Lands - Public lands granted to the Oregon and California Railroad Company and
subsequently revested to the United States, that are managed by the BLM under the authority of
the O&C Lands Act.

Offered (sold) Volume or Offered (sold) Acres - Any timber sold during the year by auction or
negotiated sales, including modifications to contracts.  This is more of a “pulse” check on the
district’s success in meeting ASQ goals than it is a socioeconomic indicator, since the volume can
get to market over a period of several years.  It should be noted that for this APS we are
considering “offered” the same as “sold”.  Occasionally sales do not sell.  They may be reworked
and sold later or dropped from the timber sale program.  Those sold later will be picked up in the
APS tracking process for the year sold. Those dropped will not be tracked in the APS process.

Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV) - Any motorized track or wheeled vehicle designed for cross
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country travel over natural terrain.  (The term “Off-Highway Vehicle” is used in place of the term
“Off-Road Vehicle” to comply with the purposes of Executive Orders 11644 and 11989.  The
definition for both terms is the same.)

Off-Highway Vehicle Designation
Open:  Designated areas and trails where off-highway vehicles may be operated subject to
operating regulations and vehicle standards set forth in BLM Manuals 834l and 8343.
Limited:  Designated areas and trails where off-highway vehicles are subject to restrictions
limiting the number or types of vehicles, date, and time of use; limited to existing or
designated roads and trails.
Closed:  Areas and trails where the use of off-highway vehicles is permanently or temporarily
prohibited. Emergency use is allowed.

Plantation Maintenance - Actions in an unestablished forest stand to promote the survival of
desired crop trees.

Plantation Release - All activities associated with promoting the dominance and/or growth of
desired tree species within an established forest stand.

Precommercial Thinning - The practice of removing some of the trees less than merchantable
size from a stand so that remaining trees will grow faster.

Prescribed Fire - A fire burning under specified conditions to accomplish certain planned
objectives.  

“Projected Acres” - are displayed by modeled age class for the decade.  These “modeled” age
class acres are estimates derived from modeling various silvicultural prescriptions for
regeneration, commercial thinning, and density management harvest.  Modeled age class acre
projections may or may not correspond to “Offered” or “Harvested” age class acres at this point
in the decade.  Additional age classes are scheduled for regeneratrion, commercial thinning, or
density management harvest at other points in the decade.

Public Domain Lands (PD) - Original holdings of the United States never granted or conveyed
to other jurisdictions, or reacquired by exchange for other public domain lands.

Regeneration Harvest - Timber harvest conducted with the partial objective of opening a forest
stand to the point where favored tree species will be re-established.

Regional Ecosystem Office (REO) - The main function of this office is to provide staff work and
support to the Regional Interagency Executive Committee so the standards and guidelines in the
forest management plan can be successfully implemented. 

Research Natural Area (RNA) - An area that contains natural resource values of scientific
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interest and is managed primarily for research and educational purposes.

Resource Management Plan (RMP) - A land use plan prepared by the BLM under current
regulations in accordance with the Federal Land Policy and Management Act.

Right-of-Way (R/W) - A permit or an easement that authorizes the use of public lands for
specified purposes, such as pipelines, roads, telephone lines, electric lines, reservoirs, and the
lands covered by such an easement or permit.

Rural Interface Areas (RIA) - Areas where BLM-administered lands are adjacent to or
intermingled with privately-owned lands zoned for 1- to 20-acre lots, or areas that already have
residential development.

Seral Stages - The series of relatively transitory plant communities that develop during ecological
succession from bare ground to the climax stage.  There are five stages:

Early Seral Stage:  The period in the life of a forest stand from crown closure to ages 15-40. 
Due to stand density, the brush, grass, or herbs rapidly decrease in the stand.  Hiding cover
may be present.

Mid Seral Stage:  The period in the life of a forest stand from crown closure to first
merchantability.  Usually ages 15 through 40.  Due to stand density, the brush, grass, or herbs
rapidly decrease in the stand.  Hiding cover is usually present.

Late Seral Stage:  The period in the life of a forest stand from first merchantability to
culmination of mean annual increment.  Usually ages 40 to 100 years of age.  Forest stands are
dominated by conifers or hardwoods; canopy closure often approaches 100 percent.  During
this period, stand diversity is minimal, except that conifer mortality rates and snag formation
will be fairly rapid.  Big game hiding and thermal cover is present.  Forage is minimal except
in understocked stands.

Mature Seral Stage:  The period in the life of a forest stand from culmination of mean annual
increment to an old-growth stage or to 200 years.  Conifer and hardwood growth gradually
decline, and larger trees increase significantly in size.  This is a time of gradually increasing
stand diversity.  Understory development increases in response to openings in the canopy from
disease, insects, and windthrow.  Vertical diversity increases.  Larger snags are formed.  Big
game hiding cover, thermal cover, and some forage are present.

Old-Growth:  This stage constitutes the potential plant community capable of existing on a
site given the frequency of natural disturbance events.  For forest communities, this stage
exists from approximately age 200 until the time when stand replacement occurs and
secondary succession begins again.  Depending on fire frequency and intensity, old-growth
forests may have different structures, species composition, and age distributions.  In forests
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with longer periods between natural disturbance, the forest structure will be more even-aged
at late mature or early old growth stages.

As mortality occurs, stands develop greater structural complexity.  Replacement of trees lost
to fire, windthrow, or insects results in the creation of a multi-layered canopy.  There may be
a shift toward more shade-tolerant species.  Big game hiding cover, thermal cover, and forage
is present.

Silvicultural Prescription - A professional plan for controlling the establishment, composition,
constitution, and growth of forests.

Site Preparation - Any action taken in conjunction with a reforestation effort (natural or
artificial) to create an environment that is favorable for survival of suitable trees during the first
growing season.  This environment can be created by altering ground cover, soil, or microsite
conditions through using biological, mechanical, or manual clearing, prescribed burns, herbicides,
or a combination of methods.

Special Forest Products (SFP) - Firewood, shake bolts, mushrooms, ferns, floral greens, berries,
mosses, bark, grasses, and other forest material that could be harvested in accordance with the
objectives and guidelines in the proposed resource management plan.

Special Recreation Management Area (SRMA) - An area where a commitment has been made
to provide specific recreation activity and experience opportunities.  These areas usually require a
high level of recreation investment and/or management.  They include recreation sites, but
recreation sites alone do not constitute SRMAs.

SEIS Special Attention Species - a term which incorporates the “Survey and Manage” and
“Protection Buffer” species from the Northwest Forest Plan. (RMP32).

Special Status Species - Plant or animal species falling in any of the following categories:

� Threatened or Endangered Species
� Proposed Threatened or Endangered Species
� Candidate Species
� State Listed Species
� Bureau Sensitive Species
� Bureau Assessment Species

Visual Resource Management (VRM) - The inventory and planning actions to identify visual
values and establish objectives for managing those values and the management actions to achieve
visual management objectives.
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Acronyms/Abbreviations

ACEC - Area of Critical Environmental Concern
ACS - Aquatic Conservation Strategy 
APS - Annual Program Summary 
ASQ - Allowable Sale Quantity
ATV - All Terrain Vehicle
BA - Biological Assessment 
BIA - Bureau of Indian Affairs
BLM - Bureau of Land Management
BMP - Best Management Practice
CBWR - Coos Bay Wagon Road
CCF - Hundred cubic feet
C/DB - Connectivity/Diversity Blocks
CERTs - Community Economic Revitalization Teams
COE - US Army Corps of Engineers
CT - Commercial Thinning
CWA - Clean Water Act 
CWD - Coarse woody debris
CX - Categorical Exclusions
DBH - Diameter Breast Height
DEQ - Department of Environmental Quality
DM - Density Management
EA - Environmental Analysis
EIS - Environmental Impact Statement
ERFO - Emergency Relief Federally Owned
ERMA - Extensive Recreation Management Areas
ESA - Endangered Species Act
ESU - Evolutionarily Significant Unit
FAA - Federal Aviation Administration
FEIS - Final Environmental Impact Statement
FONSI - Finding of No Significant Impacts
FY - Fiscal Year
GCDB - Geodetic Coordinate Data Base
GFMA - General Forest Management Area
GIS - Geographic Information System
GPS - Global Positioning System
IDT - Interdisciplinary Teams
ISMS - Interagency Species Management System
JITW - Jobs-in-the-Woods
LEA(s) - Law Enforcement Agreement(s)
LSR - Late-Successional Reserve
LUA - Land Use Allocation
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LWD - Large woody debris
MBF - Thousand board feet
MMBF - Million board feet
MOU - Memorandum of Understanding
NEPA - National Environmental Policy Act
NFP - Northwest Forest Plan
NHS - National Historic Site
NMFS - National Marine Fisheries Service
NRDA - Natural Resource Damage Assessment
OCEAN - Oregon Coastal Environment Awareness Network
O&C - Oregon and California Revested Lands
ODFW - Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
ODOT - Oregon Department of Transportation
PAC(s) - Provincial Advisory Council(s)
PD - Public Domain Lands
PIMT - Provincial Implementation Monitoring Team
PL - Public Law
PLGR - Programmable Light-weight GPS Receiver
POC - Port-Orford Cedar
R&PP - Recreation and Public Purpose
RAWS - Remote Automatic Weather Stations
REO - Regional Ecosystem Office
RIEC - Regional Interagency Executive Committee
RH - Regeneration Harvest
RIEC - Regional Interagency Executive Committee
RMP - Resource Management Plan
RMP/ROD - The Coos Bay District Resource Management Plan and Record of Decision
ROD - Record of Decision
RR - Riparian Reserve
R/W - Right-of-Way
SEIS - Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement
S&M - Survey and Manage
SRMA - Special Recreation Management Areas 
TMO - Timber Management Objective(s)
TNC - The Nature Conservency
UC - Unified Incident Command
USFS - U.S. Forest Service
USFWS - U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
USGS - U.S. Geologic Service


