THIS LETTER SENT TO
THE ATTACHED LIST -

2740 (025) N
OR-47892-03

Dear :

This Notice of Intent is to advise the public that the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) intends
to consider a proposal which would require amending an existing planning document.

The BLM is proposing to amend the Three Rivers Resource Area Resource Management Plan
(RMP) which includes public land in Harney County, Oregon. The purpose of the amendment
would be to make a minor adjustment in the land tenure zones of the Three Rivers RMP in
response to an application from the Burns Butte Sportsman's Club to purchase 240 acres of
public land under the provisions of the Recreation and Public Purposes Act of June 14, 1926, as
amended (43 U.S.C. 869 et seq.). The land is currently zoned for retention by the Three Rivers
RMP. The plan amendment would adjust the land into a disposal zone to facilitate the sale. The
land has been leased by the Club for a shooting range for more than 10 years. The public land
containing the shooting range has been fully developed in accordance with the plan of
development and has proved to be a positive asset to the community. Sale of the public land
would authorize additional expansion by the Club, eliminate BLM's administration of the lease
and an associated buffer zone, and minimize the United States' liabilities associated with
operation of the range.

An Environmental Assessment will be prepared by an interdisciplinary team to analyze the
impacts of this proposal and alternatives. The initial comment/scoping period for this proposed
plan amendment is 30 days from publication of the Notice in the Federal Register which is
scheduled to occur on April 7, 2003. Written comments on the proposed plan amendment should
be sent to the Burns District Office, BLM, 28910 Hwy 20 West, Hines, Oregon 97738. For
further information and documents on the proposed plan amendment, contact Skip Renchler at
the address above or by phone at (541) 573-4443.

Sincerely,

Joan M. Suther
Three Rivers Resource Area Field Manager
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