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BLM Study Review of Hells Canyon Studies 
E.2.3-1  Oxbow Bypass Minimum Flow Evaluation 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 
IPC reports that Oxbow bypass aquatic habitat is subjected to high temperatures, low dissolved oxygen, 
algae blooms and a minimum flow of 100 cfs.   Water quality and flow do not currently support suitable 
spawning, incubation, larval, or young of year habitat for white sturgeon. 
 
 
 
 

2. CONCLUSION 
The IPC study claims that most of the substandard water quality and fisheries conditions are not 
attributed to the level of flow. 
 
 
 

3. STUDY ADEQUACY 
 
 
 

4. BLM CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

CONCLUSIONS:   The Oxbow bypass provides potential significant habitat for white sturgeon 
and may be key to long term survival of this species in Oxbow Reservoir. 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 

PM&E:  Increase the flow of water through the Oxbow bypass to limit the set up of temperature 
stratification in the deep pool at river mile 271.3. 

 
 


