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1. INTRODUCTION 
This study delineates elk, mule deer winter range and mountain goat and big 
horn sheep year round range. Evaluate influences of IPC operations, resources 
and landscape processes. 
 

2. CONCLUSION 
“Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation (RMEF) concluded that the Hells Canyon sub 
area had important low elevation winter range although some of the crucial winter 
habitat has been lost due to impounded water.” 
“Other factors influencing habitat effectiveness include noxious weeds, human 
access and impingement of animal movement around Hells Canyon Complex 
dams.” 
“Domestic sheep removal is important to the reestablishment of wild sheep”. 
“RMEF suggests weed control, access control along IPC roads as direct 
mitigation, but also purchase of private lands for big game habitat development.” 
These are all good points. 
 

3. STUDY ADEQUACY 
This study assembles wildlife habitat information and related problems from state 
and federal agency biologist.  The study focuses primarily on public land and 
very little on private lands. It also should address potential of lands to meet 
desired conditions.  In summary; a fair paper. 
 

4. BLM CONCLUSIONS and RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

CONCLUSIONS 
  This paper brings together all agencies concerns about wildlife habitat   
  infringements; roads, housing developments, dams, noxious weeds, other human  
  activities, ect.  Mitigation measures suggested are weed control, vehicle access  
  control on IPC roads, land acquisition, and domestic livestock management 
  changes. 
  

RECOMMENDATIONS 
  Weed control and vehicle access control on IPC roads would have a direct  
  benefit to all BLM lands as well as wildlife.  The article is good but most  
  problems and issues have been identified many times.  Land acquisition needs 
  to include operational funds for management. 


