FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
for
FLOUNCE AROUND TIMBER SALE
BUTTE FALLS RESOURCE AREA
OR-115-03-01

Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI)

The Butte Falls Resource Area proposes to implement forest management activities in
the Lost Creek and Lower Big Butte Watersheds. Four action alternatives have been
analyzed for a timber management project. Alternatives range from harvesting 0 to 5
million board feet of timber on Matrix and Riparian Reserve lands as designated in the
Record of Decision for the Northwest Forest Plan Environmental Impact Statement
(SEIS.,/ROD), pg. 7. The total analysis area is 21,380 acres in size. BLM manages
7,952 acres (37%) of the analysis area; private industry manages 8,070 acres (38%);
Corps of Engineers 2,965 (14%), with the remaining 2,393 acres (11%) being a mix of
State and private non-industrial lands and National Forest. Timber harvesting and the
fuel hazard reduction projects, would occur within Administratively Withdrawn, Matrix
and Riparian Reserves Design features and analysis of these proposals are discussed
and supported in the attached Environmental Assessment (EA) # OR-115-03-01. All
documents may be reviewed at the Medford District Office.

The Flounce Around project is located in the Butte Falls Resource Area of the Medford
District, Bureau of Land Management.

T.33S.,,R.1E. Sections 1, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 22, 23, 27, & 35
T.33S.,R.2E. Sections 3,4,5,7,8,9,17,18,19, 29, &31
T.32S.,R.1E. Sections 35

T.32S.,R. 2 E. Sections 32, & 33

Willamette Meridian, Jackson County, Oregon.

The proposed actions are described in more detail in the Flounce Around Environmental
Assessment (EA). The EA is in conformance with the Record of Decision for
Amendments for Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management Planning Documents
Within the Range of the Northern Spotted Owl (SEIS), approved April 13, 1994, the
Record of Decision and Resource Management Plan for the Medford District (RMP),
approved June 1995, the Record of Decision and Resource Management Plan for the
Medford District (RMP), approved June 1995, the Record of Decision and Standard
and Guidelines for Amendments to the Survey and Manage, Protection Buffer, and
other Mitigating Measures Standard and Guidelines, (S& M ROD), approved January
2001 and Managing the Impact of Wildfires on the Communities and the Environment,
(USDA, USDI 2000).



There are no floodplains, wetlands, wild and scenic rivers, known hazardous waste
areas, areas of Native American religious concern, prime nor unique farmlands within
the project area. The project area does not qualify for potential wilderness designation,
nor has it been nominated as an Area of Environmental Concern. No adverse
significant impact is anticipated to fisheries, air quality, Environmental Justice, lands,
and minerals. No threatened or endangered plants or cultural or paleontological
resources were observed in the area.

The estimation of impacts was based on research, professional judgement, and the
experience of the interdisciplinary team. This method of estimating effects on the
environment reduces the uncertainties to a level which does not involve highly unknown
or unique risks. The design features identified in the attached EA would assure that no
significant site specific nor cumulative impacts would occur to the human environment

other than those already addressed in the Medford District Resource Management Plan
/EIS.

Determination

On the basis of the information contained in the EA and all other information available to
me as is summarized and above, it is my determination that none of the alternatives
analyzed constitute a significant impact affecting the quality of the human environment
greater than those addressed in the Medford District Record of Decision and Resource
Management Plan (April 1995) and Record of Decision (ROD) for Amendments to
Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management Planning Documents Within the
Range of the Northern Spotted Owl (April 1994), with which this EA is in conformance,
and does not, in and of itself, constitute a major federal action having a significant effect
on the human environment. Therefore, an environmental impact statement or a
supplement to the existing environmental impact statement is not necessary and will not
be prepared.

Lance Nimmo Date
Field Manager





