Decision Record
for
Bear Pen Fuels Treatment
EA #OR-118-02-003

I. Decision: Ihave decided to implement the fuels treatments proposed under alternative 4 as
described in the Bear Pen environmental assessment (EA # OR-118-02-003), dated July, 2002.
The EA described an array of treatments, including manual methods and prescribed burning,
which are designed to reduce hazardous fuels. The units are listed under Table A-3 of the EA. I
have decided to treat approximately 532 acres initially through the slash, handpile and burn
treatment method. Future light underburns across these same acres might also be implemented
to maintain low fuel levels and prevent a future build-up of fuels. These underburns are
expected to occur 2-7 years following the initial treatments but will be driven by the condition of
the stand and regrowth of slashed vegetation.

If planned fuels treatments require specific adjustments, I will determine whether these
treatments should be changed to better meet the objectives outlined in the Bear Pen EA.
Proposed changes will be limited to treatments analyzed under the EA.

The slash, handpile and burn method is designed to remove approximately 50-75% of the fuel
between one and six inches in diameter and greater than two feet in length. Fuel outside this size
range will be left untreated except for smaller pieces included in the piles to act as kindling when
piles are burned. Piles will be covered to create a dry ignition point and then burned, in the fall
or winter, after one or more inches of precipitation has occurred. Piling and burning will not
occur around trees identified as being occupied with the red tree vole. Treatments will occur
outside the dripline of these trees, approximately 20-25 feet from the bole. Underburning will be
conducted under favorable fuel and weather conditions while meeting resource objectives,
typically from fall through late spring.

My decision does not include other proposed activities under alternative 4 such as timber
harvesting, road renovation and culvert replacement which were decided upon in the Bear Pen
Timber Sale Decision Record signed September 4, 2002.

The Bear Pen Planning Area is located approximately 20 miles northwest of the town of
Glendale, Oregon and is delineated by the Bear sixth field watershed boundary. The legal
description is T31S, R 8W, Sec. 20, 29, 31, 32 and 33; T.32S., R.9W., Sec.13, 24;
T.325.,R.8W., Sec. 3,5,7,9,11,12,15,17,19,21,29,31 within Douglas and Josephine Counties.
The BLM administers approximately 7,642 acres (56%) of the total 13,843 acres in the Analysis
Area. The remaining 6,050 acres (44%) are under private ownership.

II. Rationale: This action meets one of the stated purpose and needs of the Bear Pen EA to
reduce excessive forest fuel levels through stand treatments and prescribed burning. Surveys for
Survey and Manage plant and animal species have been completed and appropriate protocol
buffer measures will be applied. Cultural surveys are completed and no sites were found.



This decision is consistent with the Record of Decision for Amendments to Forest Service and
Bureau of Land Management Documents Within the Range of the Northern Spotted Owl (1994)
and the Medford District Bureau of Land Management Record of Decision and Resource
Management Plan (RMP) dated April 14, 1995, the Record of Decision for Amendments to the
Survey and Manage, Protection Buffer, and other Mitigation Measures Standards and
Guidelines (2001) as well as the Endangered Species Act, The Native American Religious
Freedom Act, cultural resource management laws and regulations and other Bureau of Land
Management critical elements, as disclosed on page 51 of the EA.

The notification of this decision will appear in the Grants Pass Daily Courier and Douglas
County Press. The date of publication of the legal notice will constitute the decision date for
purposes of protests and appeals under 43 CFR 5003. Protests must be filed in writing within 15
days of the publication of the decision or within 15 days of this decision record. Protests shall be
filed with the authorized officer and shall contain a written statement of reasons for protesting
the decision.
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FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT (FONSI)
for the
Bear Pen Fuels Treatment
EA # OR-118-02-003

The Bear Pen Timber Sale EA can be obtained at the Medford District Office or on the Medford
BLM internet site: http://www.or.blm.gov/Medford/.

The specific units and areas are identified within Table A-3 of the Bear Pen EA. The public notice
of availability of this FONSI is provided through the Medford BLM internet site and newspapers
in the area of the project.

The following critical elements will not be significantly affect this project and have been analyzed
in the EA: air quality, areas of critical environmental concern, historical or cultural resources,
prime or unique farmlands, floodplains, Native American religious sites, invasive species, energy,
threatened or endangered species, known hazardous waste areas, water quality, wetlands, wild and
scenic rivers, wilderness and environmental justice. The effects on Threatened and Endangered
Species and special status species are described in the EA. Formal and informal consultation
requirements, as required under the Endangered Species Act, have been met with the US Fish and
Wildlife Service’s Biological Opinon (#1-7-96-F-392) for “Other than Timber Sales” and the
National Marine Fisheries Service (NOAA Fisheries) letter of concurrence, dated July 15, 2002,
that the Bear Pen Timber Sale “may effect, but is not likely to adversely affect” OC coho salmon
or OC steelhead. NOAA Fisheries also found that the proposed actions are unlikely to adversely
affect any designated essential fish habitat (EFH) in the same letter dated July 15, 2002. Surveys
for Survey and Manage plant and animal species have been completed and appropriate protocol
buffer measures will be applied. Fritallaria gentneri was not found within the Planning Area.

The estimation of impacts was based on research, professional judgment and experience of the
interdisciplinary team. This method of estimating effects to the environment reduces the

uncertainties to a level which does not involve highly unknown or unique risks.

FONSI DETERMINATION

Based on the effects discussed in the Bear Pen Timber Sale environmental assessment (EA), I
have determined that the fuels treatments portion of Alternative 4, which I have selected, will not
have significant effects on the human environment. Effects will not be beyond those already fully
described in the Final Medford District Proposed Resource Management Plan and Environmental
Impact Statement, Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement on Management of
Habitat for Late —Successional and Old-Growth Forest Related Species Within the Range of the
Northern Spotted owl and the Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement For
Amendment to the Survey & Manage Protection Buffer, and other Mitigation Measures Standards
and Guidelines. For this reason, no environmental impact statement needs to be prepared for the
Bear Pen Fuels Treatment project.
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