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a 
  
1. Project Number (Assigned by federal unit): _118-420_ AMOUNT REQUESTED__$72,930_ 
2.  Project Name:   Golden Outdoor Discovery Center   3.  County:  Josephine   
4.  Project Sponsor:  Golden Coyote Wetlands Inc.    5.  Date:   4/15/03  
6.  Sponsors Phone # :  (541) 479-7271    
7.  Sponsor’s E-mail:  jayhawkin@charter.net 
8.  Project Location (attach project area maps showing general and specific locations of project.) 
  

a.  4th Field Watershed Name and HUC #(if known): Rogue River     
       
       

 b.  5th Field Watershed Name and HUC #(if known): Grave Creek     
       
       

 c.  Legal Location:   
  
 Township   33    Range   5   Section(s)   19  
 Township       Range      Section(s)     
 Township       Range      Section(s)     
 Township       Range      Section(s)     
 Township       Range      Section(s)     
 Township       Range      Section(s)     
 Township       Range      Section(s)     
 Township       Range      Section(s)     
 Township       Range      Section(s)     
 
 d.  BLM District    Medford   e.  BLM Resource Area    Glendale   
 f.  National Forest      g.  Forest Service District     

a. h.  State / Private / other lands involved? XX Yes      � No 
 Josephine County-owned and private owned. 

 
9.  Statement of Project Goals and Objectives:  

The Goals of this project are to develop and implement an interpretive plan for the Golden 
Coyote Wetlands site. 

Objectives include: 
o to improve accessibility and safety through trail improvements and trail construction  
o to develop and facilitate formal outdoor educational curricula for area schools 
o to install signage and information stations for interpretation 
o to facilitate historical and ecological interpretation of site by casual recreational users 
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10.  Project Description: (Provide concise description of project and attach map.) 
 

Golden Coyote Wetlands is a mining restoration project using intentionally “leaky” ponds and 
wetlands to restore vegetation and wildlife to an area dramatically altered by historic hydraulic 
mining. Members of the community of Wolf Creek, which is designated an Enterprise Community 
by USDA due to pervasive poverty, hold this project in high regard.  Located on Josephine 
County-owned land the project has been implemented by a non-profit organization and its many 
partners since its inception in 1993.  Restoration, revegetation and other work has been 
accomplished through a combination of US Fish and Wildlife Service and Oregon Watershed 
Enhancement Board and other grant funds in the amount of $215,751, and more than 7000 hours 
of volunteer efforts, donations and partnerships with many organizations the value of which 
exceeds $220,700.  The wetlands area is operated as part of the newly designated Golden 
National Historic District. 

This site has been and continues to be a recreation and heritage interpretation area for local 
people and out of town visitors. Now that the major construction work to reclaim the mining area 
has been completed and the natural processes on the land are evolving, facilities and programs 
are needed to facilitate understanding and appreciation of the many historical and ecological 
values of the area. When completed, the site will experience an increase in use by educators, the 
local community and the general public.  Improvement of this site will complement existing and 
developing facilities in the area, including the Wolf Creek Inn, London Peak Interpretive Trail, 
Sunny Valley Applegate Trail Interpretive Museum, and other regional natural resource and 
heritage sites. 

An interpretive plan to guide efforts.  Initially this project will utilize a contractor to pull 
together substantial existing information and work with stakeholders to develop an interpretive 
plan for the site.  Existing data for the site includes: an exhaustive vegetative study, detailed 
topographic data, established photo points for monitoring, preliminary conceptualization of levels 
of use, extensive wildlife data (bird presence and activity, a butterfly study), aerial photographs, 
and other high school and college student data collection projects.  The interpretive plan will 
analyze what the site has to offer in the main categories of 1) mining history, 2) wetlands ecology, 
and 3) site-specific flora and fauna.  Once enumerated, it will evaluate and develop the best ways 
to interpret those resources through refining discovery sites, signage, designing a kiosk, trail 
layout and the development of school curriculum opportunities.  Major stakeholders for the 
development of the interpretive plan and curricula development will include the Golden Coyote 
Wetlands Board of Directors, Wolf Creek Elementary School, North Valley High School and the 
Bureau of Land Management.  Curricula ideas and resource kits will be developed in conjunction 
with local educators.  An effort will be made to develop some universal access interpretation in 
collaboration with HASL and other local resource people.  Due to the large amount of work 
already completed, the interpretive planning is anticipated to be completed 4 months from 
funding availability. 

Trail and site improvements.  Trail improvements and construction will provide better 
access to the on-site resources and help channel visitors through the site in ways that maximize 
their experience while minimizing impact to the natural resources and other visitors.  
Improvements will also address safety through resurfacing, redressing pitch/steepness of major 
access points and providing railings or barriers where needed.  This construction phase will 
include preparing platforms and locations for signage and interpretive stations, a kiosk(s), a 
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section of universally accessible trail to facilitate access to the site and addressing other public 
safety concerns.  Trail work will be accomplished through a combination of contractors, Job 
Corps and volunteer labor where appropriate.  Students, local youth and community members will 
continue to be integrated into activities, giving preference to local youth whenever possible.  
Small diameter wood products would be utilized where possible in the project to showcase their 
value and utility.  Trail and site improvements will be scheduled to be completed 1 year from fund 
availability. 

Interpretation and site use.  Discovery site signage and interpretive stations will be 
completed 12 months from fund availability by a contractor working in concert with North Valley 
High School who will provide some artwork and design.  The kiosks will be constructed and 
benches and rails installed by a contractor within 18 months.  Completion of the site will be 
followed up by outreach and training to local schools and organizations about the formal and 
informal educational opportunities at the site to be completed by Golden Coyote Wetlands Inc. 
and partners. GCW and partners will provide training to volunteers in order to have a pool of 
docents available for tour groups, schools and other visitors. 

This project will result in an increased use of the site by school groups to further education 
objectives.  Coordination and scheduling of visits will allow for the renting of portable toilet 
facilities for school groups. Visitors will develop much greater awareness for the history of mining 
in the area, the process of reclaiming disturbed sites and the characteristic flora and fauna of the 
wetlands ecology.  These features will complement other BLM-managed interpretive sites in the 
area which address uplands (London Peak Interpretive Trail) and forest management (Glendale). 
This project would also complement other heritage and natural resource interpretive sites in the 
area such as the Sunny Valley Museum, Wolf Creek Inn and the Lower Rogue Loop Tour. 
 
11.  Coordination of this project with other related project(s) on adjacent lands? 
 

XX Yes     �  No          If yes, then describe.  This project would be integrated into the larger 
area plan to promote tourism opportunities for the area along with the Sunny Valley Museum, 
Wolf Creek Inn and the London Peak Trail, and educational opportunities with the London Peak 
Trail Interpretive Project and the Children’s Forest Interpretive Project near Glendale.  The project 
has a history of long term collaboration with the BLM Glendale Resource Area.  
 
 
12.  How does proposed project meet purposes of the Legislation? [Sec. 203(b)(1)] 
 �     Improves maintenance of existing infrastructure.  [Sec. 2(b)] 

 X    Implements stewardship objectives that enhance forest ecosystems.  [Sec. 2(b)] 

 �     Restores and improves land health.  [Sec. 2(b)] 

 �     Restores water quality.  [Sec. 2(b)] 



Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act of 2000 
Public Law 106-393 

Title II Project  Application 
Medford District Resource Advisory Committee 

 

June 07, 2001            4 

13.  Project Type (check one) [Sec. 203(b)(1)] 
 �  Road Maintenance [Sec. 2(b)(2)(A)]   ?  Trail Maintenance [Sec. 2(b)(2)(A)] 
 ?  Road Decommission/Obliteration [Sec. 2(b)(2)(A)] ?  Trail Obliteration [Sec. 2(b)(2)(A)] 
 ?  Other Infrastructure Maintenance (specify): _____________________________ [Sec. 2(b)(2)(A)] 
 ?  Soil Productivity Improvement [Sec. 2(b)(2)(B)] ?  Forest Health Improvement [Sec. 2(b)(2)(C)] 
 ?  Watershed Restoration & Mntc. [Sec. 2(b)(2)(D)] ?  Wildlife Habitat Restoration [Sec. 2(b)(2)(E)] 
 ?  Fish Habitat Restoration [Sec. 2(b)(2)(E)]  ?   Control of Noxious Weeds [Sec. 2(b)(2)(F)] 
 ?  Reestablish Native Species [Sec. 2(b)(2)(G)]   
 
 X  Other Project Type (specify) [Sec. 2(b)(2)]: Provide natural resources educational 
opportunities for K-12 grade youth and the general public. Improve cooperative relationship 
among public land users, and provide economic opportunities for area communities.  
 
14.  Measure of Project Accomplishments/Expected Outcomes [Sec. 203(b)(5)] 
 

 a.  Total Acres:  98  b.  Total Miles:  1.5 (of trail)   
 c.  No. Structures: __   _2 (kiosks) d.  Estimated People Reached (for environmental 

education projects): 2000 /year) 
 e.  No. of Laborer Days:   50   
 f.  Other (specify):   Interpretive plan developed, k-12 curriculum developed   
 
15.  Duration of Project and Estimated Completion Date [Sec. 203(b)(2)]:   18 months  
 
 
16.  Target Species (plants/wildlife etc.)  Benefited: (if applicable)   N/A   
   
 
17. How will cooperative relationships among people that use federal lands be 

improved?  [Sec. 2(b)(3)]  The recreating public and area schools (K-12) will learn about our 
mining, historical, and ecological legacy and become more aware of their role in the 
management of our natural resources through the interactive interpretive opportunities 
provided.  With this project partnerships will be forged with community groups (Sunny Wolf 
CRT, Josephine County Historical Society, Boy Scouts of America), area schools (Wolf Ck 
Elementary, North Valley HS), and other agencies (BLM, USF&WS, Southern Oregon 
RC&D).  Through these partnerships, participants will gain an understanding of each others’ 
missions and goals and learn what can be accomplished by working together towards a 
common goal. 

 
18. How is this project in the best public interest? [Sec. 203(b)(7)]  Identify benefits to 

communities? This project is part of a larger ongoing effort, including Sunny Valley, London 
Peak Trail, Wolf Creek Inn to encourage use of Northern Josephine County for recreation 
and tourism to enhance local businesses and the economy in the area.  The project would 
also, where feasible utilize small diameter wood products (kiosks) to facilitate development 
of the industry and serve as a showcase for their products.  Area schools will benefit from the 
new outdoor education and interpretive opportunities, and also as a working partner in the 
planning and development of the site. 
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19.  How does project benefit federal lands/resources?  BLM,  USFish &Wildlife Service 
and Southwest Oregon RC&D are partnered with Golden Coyote Wetlands Inc. and have 
contributed significantly to the restoration of the site.  BLM is an adjacent land holder and 
manager, including the entire southern ‘viewshed’ of the project area and a significant portion of 
the headwaters of Coyote Creek.  In addition this project, once completed, will facilitate 
understanding of our historical and ecological legacy and the various roles we all play in the 
management and use of these natural resources for recreational users and area school children 
alike. 
 
20.  Status of Project Planning 
 
 a.  NEPA Complete:           �  Yes     X No    (CE only) 
 b.   If No, give est. date of completion: 09/01/03 

c.  NMFS Sec. 7 ESA Consultation Complete:       �  Yes    ?   No     X  Not Applicable 
d.  USFWS Sec. 7 ESA Consultation Complete:       �  Yes     ?  No     X  Not Applicable 
e.  Survey & Manage Complete:             �  Yes     ?  No     X  Not Applicable 
f.  DSL/ODFW* Permits Obtained:                      �  Yes     ?  No     X  Not Applicable 
g.  DLS/COE* 404 Fill/Removal Permit Obtained:          �  Yes     ?  No     X  Not Applicable 
h.  SHPO* Concurrence Received:          �   Yes       X  No     ?  Not Applicable 
 Note: Survey completed in 1995 by USF&W, National Historic District Nomination on file; 

activities are consistent with ongoing use. 
i.  Project Design(s) Completed:             �  Yes     X  No     ?  Not Applicable 

  
*  DSL = Dept. of State Lands, ODFW = Oregon Dept. of Fish and Wildlife, COE = Army Corps of Engineers, 
SHPO = State Historic Preservation Officer 
 
21.  Proposed Method(s) of Accomplishment 
 

X     Contract     ?     Federal Workforce  
�     County Workforce    X     Volunteers 
X     Other (specify):   
1)Hire teacher (after school) to supervise student volunteers, 2) purchase materials for 
students to construct display stands, 3) purchase supplies and materials for natural 
resource education and artwork for student volunteers, 4) use Job Corps where possible 
and volunteers to complete  
 

22.  Will the Project Generate  Merchantable Materials? ( Sec. 204(e)(3)) 
 
 ?   Yes     X  No 
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23.  Anticipated Project Costs [Sec. 203(b)(3)] 
  

a.  Total County Title II Funds Requested: $  72,930 
 b.  Is this a multi-year funding request?  X Yes     ?  No     If yes, then display by fiscal year 

e.  FY04 Request:   $  36,080  
f.  FY05 Request:  $   36,850 
g.  FY06 Request: $     

*** See attached budget 
 
 
 
 
 
Item 

Fed. Agency 
Appropriated 
Contribution 

[Sec. 
203(b)(4)] 

Requested 
County Title II 
Contribution 
[Sec. 
203(b)(4)] 

 
Other 
Contributions 
[Sec. 203(b)(4)] 

 
Total 
Available 
Funds 

24.  Field Work & Site Surveys 
 

0 0 2400 2400 

25.  NEPA & Sec.7 ESA 
Consultation 
 

0 0 3200 3200 

26.  Permit Acquisition 
 

0 0 0 0 

27.  Project Design & Engineering 
 

0 0 0 0 

28.  Contract Preparation  
 

0 600 0 600 

29.  Contract Administration 
 

0 5400 4000 9400 

30.  Contract Cost 
 

0 
 

38300 
 

4280 
 

42580 
 

31.  Workforce Cost 
 

0 10000 600 10600 

32.  Materials & Supplies 
 

0 12000 3500 15500 

33.  Monitoring 
 

0 0 1490 1490 

34.  Other 
 

0 0 0 0 

35.  Project Subtotal 0 66300 19470 85770 
36.  Indirect Costs (Overhead) (per 
year for multiple year projects) 

0 6630 0 6630 

37.  Total Cost Estimate 0 $72,930 $19,470 $92,400 



Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act of 2000 
Public Law 106-393 

Title II Project  Application 
Medford District Resource Advisory Committee 

 

June 07, 2001            7 

38.  Identify Source(s) of Other Funding in Column C. Above [Sec. 203(b)(4)] 
Golden Coyote Wetlands Board members will provide field work and survey information, 
contract oversight, planning participation and photo monitoring.  Volunteers will provide 
assistance with planning, trail construction, development of curricula and guiding visitors. 
Southwest Oregon Resource Conservation & Development will provide contract 
administration and assist with planning and volunteer activities.  BLM-Lange will coordinate 
NEPA consultation and other in-kind technical assistance.  North Valley High students will 
help with monitoring photography and with artwork for signage and interpretation. 
 

39.  Monitoring Plan (Sec.203(b)(6) 
 

a.  What measures or evaluations will be made to determine how well the 
proposed project meets the desired ecological conditions? [Sec. 203(b)(6)] Who will 
be responsible for this monitoring item?     

 There is a monitoring plan in place for monitoring restoration of site being implemented by 
students and Golden Coyote Wetlands volunteers that was instituted as part of the original US 
Fish & Wildlife grant.   Photo points and site surveys will be expanded to determine use data, 
project maintenance needs on a continuing basis, and a user survey for area schools using 
the site, to identify improvements and additional interpretive outreach opportunities.   
  
b.  How will the project be evaluated to determine how well the proposed 

project contributes towards local employment and/or training opportunities, 
including summer youth jobs programs such as the Youth Conservation Corps?  
[Sec. 203(b)(6)]  Who will be responsible for this monitoring item?    

Supervision and technical direction for preparation of interpretive displays and construction of 
the interpretive panels will be done by hiring teachers from local schools.  All professional 
graphic design work will be contracted to local businesses if possible.  Contract 
administration will be done by the Southwest Oregon RC&D.  The BLM will encourage where 
possible the hiring of local youth through the Job Council and YCC programs for trail 
construction.  Kiosks will be designed if possible to utilize local small diameter wood 
products.  Golden Coyote Wetlands will coordinate with SunnyWOlf CRT to maximize local 
work opportunities. 
  
c.  What methods and measures of evaluation will be established to determine 

how well the proposed project improves the use of, or added value to, any 
products removed from National Forest System lands consistent with the 
purposes of this Act?  [Sec. 203(b)(6) and Sec. 204(e)(3)]  Who will be responsible for this 
monitoring item?  

North Valley HS students and Golden Coyote volunteers will collect use statistics and user 
feedback from both the public and more formally from the schools using the area.  From this 
they will evaluate the adequacy of site facilities and interpretive displays and for potential 
improvement possibilities.  In addition Golden Coyote Wetlands Inc. will have a website for 
Golden Historic District where users will have an opportunity to provide feedback in a 
structured process to gauge value of experience and what can be improved.  
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d.  Identify total funding needed to carry out specified monitoring tasks (Table 1, Item 
33) 
 
 Amount:    0  
 
 


