
KLAMATH FALLS RESOURCE AREA

NEPA CONFORMANCE/PLAN CONFORMANCE

RECORD

KCER 99-15

BLM Office: Klamath Fal ls R.A. Serial No. OR 55101  

Applicant:  Century Tel of Eastern Oregon

Proposed Action Title/Type:  Buried fiber optic and copper communications cable 

Location of Proposed Action:  T. 39 S., R. 11 E. W. M. Section 19 SE¼SE¼ and Section 31 Lot 2 

Description of Pro pose d Actio n:  Ce ntury T el of Ea stern O rego n pro pose s to insta ll a buried  fiber o ptic

communications cable , and a ppu rtena nces  thereto , along  the so uthea sterly sid e of H arpo ld Ro ad, a

Kla ma th County m ainta ined  roa d.  A b urie d co ppe r con duc tor c om mu nica tions  cab le w as in stalle d in

trespass by US West the predece ssor to Cen tury Tel.  with in the  pro pos ed 2 0-fo ot w ide r ight- of-w ay.  A ll

proposed construction activities and the existing copper cable are located within the Harpold road right-of-

way . 

Part 1  Plan Conformance Review  This proposed action is subject to the Klamath Falls Resource Area

Record of Decision and Resource Management Plan, approved June 1995.

The pro pos ed a ction  has  bee n re view ed fo r con form anc e w ith th is plan (43 CFR 1610.5, BLM MS 1617.3)

Tom Co tt ingham 

Realty  Specialist

Part 2  NEPA Review

A.  Categorical exclusion review.  This proposed action qualifies as a categorical exclusion under 516 DM

6, Appendix 5.4 E (16).   It  has been reviewed to determine if  any exceptions described in 516 DM 2,

Appendix 2, apply.

Tom Cott ingham

Realty Specialist

B.  Exis ting E A/E IS re view .  Th is pro pos ed a ction  is ad dre sse d in th e follo win g ex istin g BLM EA/EIS:

Klam ath  Falls  Resource Area Record of Decision and Resource Management Plan   Date Approved:June

1995.

Th is EA/EIS has been reviewed against the fol lowing criteria to determine if  it  covers the proposed action:

1.  The proposed action is a feature of, or is essential ly the same as, the al ternat ive selected and

ana lyzed  in the e xisting d ocum ent.

2.  A rea sona ble ran ge of a lternative s wa s ana lyzed  in the e xisting d ocum ent.

3.  There  has been no signif icant change in circumstances or signif icant new information germane to the

proposed action.

4.  The methodology/analytical techniques approach previously used is appropriate for the proposed

action.

5.  The  direct a nd in direct impacts of the proposed action are not significantly different than those

identified  in the e xisting d ocum ent.



6.  The proposed action would not change the previous analysis of cumulative impacts.

7.  Public involvement in the previous analysis provides appropriate coverage for the proposed action.

Tom Cott ingham

Realty Specialist

Part 3 R ecom men dation /Ration ale

Recommendation:  I  recommend that a r ight-of-way 1,504.8 feet long and 20 feet wide, for a buried f iber

optic  communication cable  be granted to C entury  Tel of E astern  Oreg on for a  period  of 20 y ears, w ith

an opt ion to re new , acr oss  T. 3 9 S. , R. 1 1 E.  W. M . Se ction  19 S E¼ SE ¼ a nd S ectio n 31  Lot 2  . I also

recommend  that the co ppe r com mu nication s cab le installed  in tresp ass b y US  We st, pred eces sor to

Century  Tel, be included in this grant.  Back rent sho uld  be c ollec ted f or th e co ppe r cab le fro m th e tim e

the facil i ty was purchased by Century Tel to the date of authorization.   The grant should be made under

the authority of the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1761) and subje ct to

the terms and condit ions in 43 CFR 2801 and rental payments as determined by 43 CFR 2803.1-2.  The

grant should also be subject to the mit igations set forth in the application.

Ration ale for Recommendation:  The proposed action meets the criteria for categorical exc lusio n in  516

DM 6, App end ix 5.4  E (1 6), a nd n one  of the  exc eptio ns in  516  DM  2, Ap pen dix  2, applies.  Further, the

action is in conformance with the Klamath Falls Resource Area Resource Management Plan, Approved

June 1995 June 1995.

Tom Cott ingham

Realty Specialist Date 6/22/99



Decision: I have reviewed this plan conformance and NE PA con forman ce record  and have determined

that the proposed project is in conformance with the approved land use plan and that no further

environmental analysis is required.  I t is my decision to implement the project, as described, with the

mitigation measures identif ied below.

Mit igation Measures/Other Remarks:   None

Century Tel of Eastern Oregon
890 Sou th Second  St.
Lebanon, OR 97355

Categorical Exclusion No.  KCER-99-15

The proposed action to authorize the installation of a buried fiber optic communications
cable, and appurtenances thereto, within the right-of-way of the southeasterly side of Harpold
Road, a Klamath County maintained road and also authorize a buried copper conductor
communications cable that was installed in trespass by US West predecessor to Century Tel
of Eastern Oregon    is designated a categorical exclusion in 516 DM 6  appendix 5.4 E (16).
The proposal has been screened and does not meet the criteria for exception under 516 DM
2.3A(3): 1. Health and Safety; 2. Unique  Resources; 3. Controversial; 4. Risks; 5 . Preceden t;
6. Cumulative; 7. Cultural and Historical; 8. Threatened or Endangered Species; 9. Violate
Law.  Therefore, no further environmental analysis is required.

 /s./ Teresa A. R aml     6 /23/99 
Teresa A. Raml Date 
Manager, KFRA


