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DECISION 
 
Based on site-specific analysis, the supporting project record, public comments on the proposed 
action, and management direction contained in the Klamath Falls Resource Area RMP/EIS, I 
have decided to implement the Spencer Creek Hook-up Road Culvert Replacement project as 
described in the Proposed Action– “Replace existing round culvert with an open-bottom arched 
culvert”. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF THE SELECTED ALTERNATIVE 
 
The existing nine foot diameter round culvert would be replaced with a new, 20-25  foot 
diameter open bottom arch style culvert with a natural stream gravel and cobble substrate 
designed to meet fish and aquatic species passage criteria. Haul weight and length capacity of the 
crossing would be comparable to the existing crossing.  Geotechnical testing with a power auger 
would be required to finalize engineering design prior to construction.   
 
DECISION RATIONALE 
 
The selected alternative addresses the identified purpose and need for action in that it would 
provide unimpeded fish passage for migratory species, including redband trout and other native 
aquatic species. Additionally, the adverse risk to downstream aquatic and riparian resources due 
to potential culvert failure will be substantially reduced.  The selected alternative is consistent 
with applicable land use plans, policies, and programs (see page 1, Purpose and Need, in the 
Environmental Assessment).  Through the interdisciplinary team process, it was determined that 
the selected alternative will meet the objectives of the project with minimal impacts to other 
resource concerns.  
 
Alternative 1- “Replace existing culvert with a full spanning bridge”, was not selected because it 
did not substantially decrease adverse risk to aquatic resources due to bridge failure or increase 
fish passage capability over the proposed action and was substantially more expensive to 
implement than the proposed action. (Estimated bridge cost was $440,000 versus $220,000 for 
the open arch culvert.) 
 
Alternative 2, the “no action” alternative was not selected because it does not address the 
purpose and need for action to reduce risks to aquatic resources and provide unimpeded fish 
passage.  The no action alternative would have resulted in persistence of below potential 
utilization of the upper portion of Spencer Creek for aquatic species and continued adverse risk 
of culvert failure to downstream aquatic habitat. 
 
Alternative 3 – “Decommission the road crossing by removing the culvert and block 
transportation access at the crest of the Spencer Creek inner gorge”, was not selected because it 
had significant potential for adverse impacts to the existing transportation network and existing 
road right-of-way agreements.    






