Matiomar Wirp Horse & Burro PROCRAM
Miss1ON STATEMENT

Tor affirm wild free-roaming

horses and burros
area li'l.-'iug leggacy

of our American heritage,

ensuring that they are recognized
and maintained as
a part of the natural ccosystem
and are valued
for their biological, socal,
and cultural attribules.

BLM Miscion STATEMENT

The BLM is responsible for the steveardship of our
public lands. It is conmilled to manage, protect,
and improve these lands in a manner to serve the
needs of the American people for all times. Man

agemint is based on the princples of multiple use
and sustained yield of our Malion's resources
within a framewaork of environmental responsi

bility and ecientific technology. These respurces
mglude recreation; rangelands; Himber; mineralsy;
wakursheds; fish and wildlife; wildermess; ait; and
soere, seientitic and enliural values,
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America's WiLpo Horses & BURROS
ADOPT A LIVING LEGEND

LINITEE STATES DEFARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREALT OF LAND DMAMAGEMEMT



"... Congress finds and declares
that wild free roaming
horses and burros
are living symbols
of the histaric e pioneer
spirit of the West;
that they contribute
to the diversity of lifeforms
whthin the nation
and enrich the fives
of the American people.”

Whild Free-Roammin
Horse and Buren Act ol 1971

Praviding a home for a wild horse or burrn
iz a challenping and rewardinp responsibil-
ity: For qualified individuals, thisis a unique
opportunity to care for, then own, a symbol
of American history, — a "Living Legend™—
a wild horse or burro.

This publication answers the maost frequently
asked questions about adopting a wild horse
or burre. Additional information will be pro-
vided to adopters at the adoption site.
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1. Why does the federal povernment offer

2.

wild horses and burros for adnptiun?

The Bureaw of Land Management | Department of
the Interior) and the LS. Forest Service (Depart-
ment of Agricultune) anme responsible for the man-
agement and protection of wild horses and burms
pn public lands. Federal protection and a scarclty of
natural predators results in thriving herds that
inCTease in population each yoar

The mamber of soinsals using the ra rggL sk b
conteodled o protect the resources from improper
loraging and to mainlain healthy Modving hends.

Livestock are conlrolled hroagh pernnils and leases
which Hmit the time and naonber of domestic
animals o the land. Wildlife populations ane
managed by slate wildlife agencies. The heallland
wellave of wild horse and Brurig hends are aain-
tained by balancing (he nomber of animals willy the
other resouross.

Exoess wild horses and burros are removed from
the range to protect and maintain healthy herds and
habitat of wild free-roaming horses and barros for
future genecatims to enjuy, These excess animals
are offered for adoption to qualified people through
the Adopt-A-Horse-or-Burmo Program,. SHnoe 1973,
BLM has used this popular program to place over
130,000 wild horses and burros in private care.
Adoptera receive a living aymbal of the “historic
and ploneer apirit of the West.™

What is a wild horse or burro?

A wild horse or Taren isan unbeanded, unclaimed,
i'rEE—rnaTninE harse or hueea found on BLM or LLS.
Forest Service administered [and in the westermn
United States. Wild horses and burms are descen-
dants of animals released by or escaped from
Spanish explorers, ranchers, miners, soldiers, or
Bative Americans:

All wild horses and burros are protected by the
Wild Free Roaming Horse and Burro Act of 1971,
Even though a wild horse or burro is removed from
the public lands it remains a federally protected

wild animal until it is adopted and the federal
governmenl has transferred title to the adopter,
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3. Whal kinds of wild horses and burros are

available for adoption?

Wild horses are of nu particular breed, but some
exhibit characleristics associated with specific
breeds. A typical wild horse dands about 14 in 15
hands {56-601") and weighs about 900 b 1,100
pounds, Horses are generally solid in color and
predominantly sorrels, havs, or browns, although all
colars occur, Horses offered for adoption range
from several monthes to nine years of age. Most
horses ane tive vears or younger. Mares with

LT e e I!I_mh when available, are adopted
tngether, Geldings are available at special locations,
such as the prison training program facilities
discussed in question 4, and occasiomally al satellite
adoptions.

Hl;_s‘,‘:r.* I:.::Iuln:'ar wars rathersd in emstern Gr-.'._gmt @rtd feng disd i
Califnrnia

Burros average about 11 hands (447 and weigh
about 50 pounds,. They are usually gray in colar,
although brown and black animals may be available
on necasion. Jacks and jennics of all ages are made
available for adoption. As with horses, unweaned
foals are adopted topether with their mother.

4.

How wild is a wild horse ur bumo?

Wher a wild burse or burne is olfeved foc adoptlion i
privabiabsly luazne'l b ose Dhan %0 days siwce it was
ruarming i e wikl, Thesedooe, Dey ace ol scdusbone
for preople. With kindness and palience, they can be
genthal and traimed fur many uses, Wild Tworses havi
become champions in dressage, barmel caciog, jump-
ing, endurance racing, and pleasure rding, They amn:
best known for their sure-footedness, strength, and
enidurance, Young animals gentle more quickly than
older ones. Wilkd burros pentle gquickly regardless of
F.lg-l‘!

The BL.M cooperates with State prison systems i th
Wiest and Midwest (o halter and saddle train wild
horses, Horses are availakle for adoption from these
prison training facilities throughou! the year. hMost o
these programs charge additional fees (o coser thelr
training costs. See pages 17 and 13 for locations.

» How many wild horses and burros are

available for adoption?

Bebween 000 and 8,000 horses andd 500 a0 1,000 b
rog are offered for adoplion each year. The number
of burros offered for adoption ia much lower becaus

the population arsd habitat of the wild bureo is
smaller.

6. What does it cost Lo adopt a wild horse or

burra?

Under the compeditive bidding process, fhe minimun
adoption fee charged for each wild horse or Burro is
$125. Mares with inweaned foals are adopted for §12
each, The majority of the adoptions held at temporar
adopton sites are conducted paing the competitive
bidding process, However, appoiniment-made facilis
adoptions are administered using the firsi-come firs
sarved methnd. The adoption fee helps bo defray th
cost of gathers, medical treatment, transportation,
and adoption. There ia often an additicmal fee for
armimals trained through prison training progeams.
This fee helps to rexmburse the State for any cosks
incurmed. Adopters are responsible for all costs follow
ing the adoption nf a wild horse or burro, including
any expenaes assariated with the recapture of
1_"14-!'_“]1('& wrima e -"lull.nIllll:"u'l fees are nonrefundable.
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7. What does it rost to care for a wild horse or

burro?

The annual cost of caring for 3 wild horse or burro
can range from $300 o 51,000 or more depending
on local costs and conditions, The adoption fee will
b the smiallest expense,  Consider the following
tvpes of costs when figuring a “wild horse /hurrn
budaet™

Stally Corral menml  Foed hMedicine
Veterinarian Tack Tradidog
Wacelnationg Shoving Salt Bupplementa
[restheldea rI-'u-'l.ll.'.l‘.h.'i:ls lﬂm-u-m‘inﬂ; Lupplies

B. Where can I learn miare about horses or

burros?

There is a wealth of reading and viewing material
en wild horses and burros. Librarles, book stores,
video stores, tack stores, and feed stores have books
pamphlets, and videos for sale, rent, or free for the
asking, The local county extension office may be an
excellent source of help. 'opular books on horses
include Thre Wild Horse: An Adopters Mawial by
Barbara Eustis-Uross and Mancy Bowlker (1992,
Mchillan Fublishing Company); Horses: A Practi-
cal Approack by Melvin Bradley (1981, McGraw-
Hill Book Companyl; and Horaes and Horsentan-
ship by M.E. Enaminger (1977, The Interstate
Printers and Publishers Ine.).

Mugsbiamg Lady is on anduraree forse with an Olypie size heert, She
haes mear Hodeer, Tidakn

9. Where can | adopt a wild horse or burro?

1

Adopilons take place at locations across the United
Slates. Some BLM locations, prison training pro-
gram factlities, and BLM contract facilities have
horses avallable vear round. Adoptions alsn oocur
at satellite (lemporary) adoption conters throughot
the natiom. Exact times and dates are available fron
the offices Hebed on pages 12 and 13,

Have the animals received medical care?

Every wild horse and burro offered for adoption is
examined by a velerindrian, Each animal receives
all necessary medical treatment, is tested for dis-
ease, immiunized, and wormed, A record of the
animal’s medical history is given to each adopler.

Before you decide 1o adopt 4 wild animal, vou
should talk to loral specialisis and extension agents
abxnul horse care and training. Horse teainees can
advise you dbout training needs and ather consiler
atlona. A vetennarian will be able to provide you
excellent advice on vaccinations, worming jro-
gramsg, diel, care of teeth.and the other costs of
raring, for @ horse ar burro. A farrier can explain the
cost of and Tequirements for foot care,

How many animals can 1 adopi?

A gualified peraon can adopt up to four wild horges
or burrps within a twelve month perind. The BLM
can approve the adoption of more than four animals
it the adopter can prove they have the facilities and
the tinancial ability to humanely care for all ani-
mals. However, an adopter may not receive lithe b
moTe than four animals within a twelve momith
perind.
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12. How can I qualify to adopt a wild horse
o1 burro?

Yiou st be at least 18 years old, be a resident of
the United States, and have no convictons for
inhumane eatment of animals. You must also
hawve, or have arranged for, adequate faclides and
the financal means o provide for the number of
animals adopted, An individual whi has expressed
an intent 0 commercially exploit the wild nature of
a wild horse or burmo may not adopt a wild borse or
B,

Parenta or guardians may adopt, theon allow
vounger family members to care for the animial:
Many young people hive cared for and trained wild
horses or burros as projects for 4-H, Future Farmers
of Ammerice, county fairs, and scouls,

A
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Fonces mist e at least 47z feet high for burnos and
6 feet high for ungentled horses. Horses under 13
months of age may be kept in corrals with fences 5
feet high. Fences should be of pole, pipe, or plank
construction and must not have dangerous protr-
sions, Barbed wire s not allowed installs or
crHTals

An animal is considered gentled when it can be
approached, handled, haltered, and led without the
animal attempting escape. Ungentled animals
should not be released into any large open anca
[pasture),

Adopted wild horses and burros must be provided
sholter whete severe weather (heat, cold, rain, snow,
of wind} ocours, Burros ane much more susceptible
to cold than horses,
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14 How can | adopt an animal?

Compleata the enclosed application and mail it to the

The frerze frard s clearly visiile un the peckaf LR Andvem, o chani BLM aifice serving vour area. [F you wish o adopl
jriom dmmﬁe hurz gabherad in Mepadn ond pow timieg i Colorada, at a differant location, send :.-'4'_|1:|1-up|:.||.ic:jl:|nl'|, and a
rrbe explaining why, to the otfice sorving thal
13. What facilities are required for a wild It Sou seih be coviaeiie S e SHHCR-
thon review process. [F your application is ap-
horse or burro? |

proved, vou will be notified of upcoming adoptions
At the adoption you may have the oppartunity to

[

Newly adopted wild 1“—'1_"5"5 or bLIJ‘T‘I:El must be kept adopt at least one animal. 1f and when you adopt
in an enclosed corral with & minimum area of 400 you will be rogquired to sign & contract, Bgreeing to

i - - . . ¥ Ihl A T :
square feet (W' by Y or larger] per animal, This provide humane care and treatment for each animal
amount of space allows an animal o exercise. vou adopt,

Gented animals mst be esorcised daily ancl shonld
have o box stall of at least 144 square feet (12 by 12
ar larger) that is well venHlated, drained, and
frequently cleaned.

=



15. Will the animal belong to me or the Fed- 16. Whal restriclions are there on using my

eral Government? adopted animal?

A wild harse or burn belomgs to the government In general (here are no federal restrictions on how
until the BLM issues a title to an adopler. When the you use your adopted wild horse or burro, other
adopter signs an adoption contract he /she aiito- than a wild horse or burm cannint be exploited for
matically applies for title to an animal. After one commercial purposes that take advantage of the
year, BLM will send the adopter a 'litle Eligibility wildness of the anirnal. After leaving the range all
Letter. The adopter must obtain a statement from wild animals are protected by state livestock and
4 qualified persom (such as a veterinarian, county humane treatment Liws,

extension agenl, or humang s0Cicty representative)
verifyng that the adopler has provided humane

care and reatment. The adopter must return the

Title Eligibility Letter and (e humane reatment .
statement o BLM. BLM will then mail the Htle to

the adopter, There dre no additional fees inviolwesd

im the title process,

Within the year after the adoption, the BLM or an
apent of the BLM, may visit an adopter to inspect
the animal{sy, tnensurae the conditons aof the
adoption agreetnent are e, dnd to answer any
questions the sdopter may hawe,

Wl aad Sedr pull the BLM chucknagen 1m Rect Sprimgs, Wyomitag.

17. What should I bring to the adoption?

A Cash, money order or certified check is
required for pavment of the adoption fees.
Some adoption centers may accept VISA or
Mastercard, Please check with the office con-
ducting the adoption. Checks should be
payable to: USDI-BLM.

B. A halter and lead rope for each animal. A
double stitched nylon webbing halter is
recomumended. The lead rope should be about
-2 fect long, made of cotton or nylon, and of
sulficient strength to hold a 1,000 pound animal.
The halter buckle should be of similar strength.

C. Atrailer that moets the requirements as
discussed in question 18.

foan, bridred I'|:'.r'_[.l.'.-"h::'+rr:|.ur'n' drils . & newred by the
Westermaines of Gelder, Coloradp.

F &
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Stock rratlers arg prefermed, but other trailers that
meet the standards may be used. Tirop ramp and
pwu horse frailers are sirongly discouraged; some
adoption centers may refuse to load 2 horse into 2
trailer so eguipped, All trucks and trailers may be
inapected by BLM before loading. TF vou have
yuestivns ubout the suitability of a mailer call the
BLM wfficy betun: adoption daw

19. What should 1 feed my animal?

Lood quality grass hay is adequate tor a wild hors
of burre, Horses and burms are very scnsitive
abrupt changes in whenand what they're fed, Add
tinmal inforrmateon about beeding your new friend wi
be available al the adophion, Your veterinarian ¢
also provide informalion on proper care and feading

Tierableternd, oo roansing froe in Nevada, nos fines in Tramelers Rest,
Sttt Carmling.

18. What kind of trailer is required to

transport a wild horse or burro?

Adoptors must provide fransportation for their

ardmal from the uc]l;,:lpl;'il;:-n sibes b Ehie micye horme

Angthor s iy +r..1|1.=.'|;-:_1rl the mmirme |_l Tnat all

traflers must meet these standards:

AL Covored |:|.'r|‘:l_. -Rh.lrr.‘l}" wallsAfors, and a smiosath
interior, free from any sharp profrusions.

B, Ample head room.

. Parlitions or compartments Lo separake animals
by size and sex il necessary,

1. Fleor covered wath a non-skid material.

E, Adequate ventilation,

Catherrd in Orepow, Little Biaok s @ comthimed Pradning champion mes-
e Mg melphfers 10 Evas, Georgria,

Rk

21,

What are some tips | should know before
the adoption?

AL It you are nol experienced in driving a vehicle
towing a trailer, arrange for sommaone with
exporienoe to do it for von.

B.. Plan the travel mule in advance, Avaid large
cities, mash hours, and mpy roads,

. Allow plenty of time 10 view the animals befora
the selection process begins. Most adoptions
draw names b determine order of selecticn,

L Animals should not be transported longer than
24 boyurs withoul unloading for a fond, water,
and exercise break, Corrals used for rest breaks
minsl mest the reguirements discussed in
question 13,

F. I wour joumey crosses state lines, check with
cach state for requirements of beand inspection,
health cettificate, clearance docurments, et

o ik, Mowtacems, Pedinyg and Maranaans avieng G ok
Novas Gt campras 1A orime Corms Mo ies Coivgaased frem
Bargima, Calyf g
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For more adoeption information, call or write the
office serving the area where you wish tu adopt,

ALASKA
Adaska State Office
222 West Fth Avenue #13

Anchorage, Alaska 99513-7599

ARIFOMA
Phoenix Field Office
2015 West Deer Valley Road
Fhoenix, Atizona 85027-2099

Kingman Field CHfice ®

CALTFORMIA
California State Office

M7-217-5535

t2-580-5641

520-0%2-4400

916-975-4400

A0 Cottage Way, Federal Bldg. West 1834

Sacramento, California 03825

Bakersiield Field Office *
Fidgecrest Field Crfice ©
Eagle Lake Field Otfice

COLORADO
Front Range Center ™
3170 East Main Street
Canon City, Colorado R1212

IDAHD
Boise Field Office
3948 Development Avenue
Boise, [daho B3703-5384

MONTANA, NORTH DAKOTA,
AND S0UTH DAKOTA

Billings Field Office

B10 Easl Main Street

Billings, Montana 59105-33595

NEVALDA

Bal-391-6049
7il-246-6004
530-257-0456

719-269-A500

208-384-3300

#06-238-1540

FIHATH-2222

Mational Wild Horse & Burmo Center

Paloming Valley #
PO Box 3270
Sparks, Nevada 89432-3272

ot

NEW MEXICO, KANSAS,
OKLAHOMA & TEXAS
Floore Field Station ™
2 Morth Service Koad
Moore, Oklahoma 73160-34946

OREGON & WASHINGTON
Rurna Thgteict Office

HC 74-12533 Highway N West
Hines, Orncgon 97738

UTAH
Salk Lake Field Office
2370 South 2300 Yvesl
Salt Lake City, Utah 84119

WYOMING & NEBRASKA
Fock Springs District Office ™
28 Highway 191 North
Rock Springs, Whioming B2901

Elin Creek, Mebraska

EASTERN STATES
7450 Boston Boulevand
Springtield, Virginia 22153

AL, AR, FL, GA, KY, LA,

MS, HC, 5C, TN, & VA
Jackson Dhstrict Cffice
411 Briarwood Deive, Siite 404
Tackson, Mississippi 29206

{Crosa Plains, Tenmesspe ©

CT, DE, DC, IL, IN, 1A, ME, MD,

MA, MI, MM, MO, NH, N], NY,

O, PA, KL VT, WV & wl
Milwaukee District Office

1-800-137-3042

541-573-2400

B LT =300

307-352-0302

MIB-Bo0-3498

T03-340-1700

BES-2Td=2133

RH&-274-2133

1-800-283-1781

310 West Wiscomsin Avenue, Suite 45

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53203

B Holding Facility
"« Prison Training Program

i
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